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BEASLEY BACK DANE 
 
        Charity Reg No 1089834 
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The Charity’s objects are: 

1. To provide volunteering opportunities and training in a spirit of friendship and 
understanding, without regard to race, religion, sexual orientation/ identity or 
politics.   

2. To provide educational and recreational facilities for: 

• Those in distress including disabled children and adults 

• Those facing poverty 

• The elderly 

• Refugees 

• Disadvantaged children and young people 

3. To apply considered ecological and environmental principles to our property, 
grounds and services in order to limit the environmental impact of our operations. 

The Trust’s activities can be split into 5 areas: 

• Back Dane as a Venue for Others to Hire 

• Back Dane as a Venue for Others to Hire with help from our Trustees (called 
Partnership Holidays) 

• Back Dane as a Venue for the Kids’ Weekends 

• Back Dane as a Venue for Volunteering 

• The ‘Tuesday Club’ 

The Back Dane booking sub-committee give priority to charities, Kids’ Weekends and 
Partnership Holidays. 

A short description and status of each is included below: 

• Back Dane as a Venue for Others to Hire.  Visiting charities and good causes eg 
young carers, Cheshire East Council Duke of Edinburgh for special educational 
needs, children with learning difficulties.  

• Back Dane as a Venue for Partnership Holidays.  Some visiting charities and good 
causes eg autism groups, refugee groups, care leavers are hosted by one or more 
of our Trustees who provides them with bedding and helps them settle in and get to 
know the area. 

• Back Dane as a Venue for Kids’ Weekends.  Trustees host Derby inner city children 
at Back Dane, see Kids’ Weekend report. 

• Back Dane as a Venue for Volunteering.  There are monthly volunteer improvement 
weekends to maintain and improve the Back Dane building and grounds. Volunteer 
numbers dropped in 2018 but this year numbers have increased due to the 
involvement of Peak Park Conservation Volunteers, Corporate volunteers and 
locals eg the Wincle WI.  See Volunteering report. 

• The ‘Tuesday Club’.  The Trust runs a club for adults with learning difficulties at St 
Augustine’s Church in Derby.  This is led by Dave Evans and Mick Jones (both 
Trustees).  Apart from the weekly club itself, there are occasional outings and trips.  
See separate report. 

 
 

Alison Weston, Chair 



  

 Beasley Back Dane 
 
 Trustees 2019 
 
Alison Weston from Feb 2018 Chair    Tel: 01260 227636 
Dave Evans from Jan 2018 Secretary/ Tuesday Club Tel: 01332 513460 
John Foxcroft from Jan 2018 Treasurer   Tel: 01335 370872 
Dave Cordon from Mar 2019 Bookings Co-ordinator Tel: 01158 493946 
Rick Davis from Mar 2019 Children’s Organiser  Tel: 01629 583612 
Jean Davis from Jan 2018 Children’s Organiser   
Linda Spence from Jan 2017 Children’s Organiser   
Jamie Davis from Jan 2017 Environment Focal Point 
John Anfield from Jan 2017  
Stan Harrison from Jan 2018  
Jonathon Abbott from Jan 2018  
Robert Jackson from Jan 2017 
Mick Jones from Jan 2018 
Phillipa Joyce from Mar 2019 
Irene knights from Jan 2016 to Mar 2019 
 
 
 
There can be a maximum of 14 trustees and a minimum of 7. 
 
All trustees have a three year period of office, thereafter they require re-appointment. 
 
 
 Regular events 
 
Trust’s Own Holidays 
   Volunteers host inner city children at Back Dane 
 
Partnership Holidays 
   Volunteers liaise with other charities at Back Dane 
 
Improvement Weekends at Back Dane.   
   Volunteering weekends to maintain the cottage and the grounds.   
 
Tuesday evenings:- Watson Rooms, St Augustine's Church, Upperdale Road, Derby 
   7.00 pm - 9.00 pm - a lively club for adults with learning difficulties. 
 
 
 
 For more information 
 
Web site:  www.backdane.co.uk 
    
Email:   info@backdane.co.uk  
 
Bookings:   backdane@gmail.com  
 



 List of Back Dane Trust Sub-Committees 

February 2020 

Bookings: 

- Dave Cordon (lead) 

- Rick Davis 

- Jamie Davis 

 

Environment: 

- Jamie Davis (lead) 

- Alison Weston 

- Jonathan Abbott 

 

Volunteering: 

- John Anfield (lead) 

- Jonathan Abbott 

- Jamie Davis 

- Dave Cordon 

- Rick Davis 

 

Trust’s/partnership holidays: 

- Rick Davis (lead) 

- Linda Spence 

- Jonathan Abbott 

- Mick Jones 

- Elaine Johnson 

 

Strategic planning: 

- Alison Weston (lead) 

- Jamie Davis 

- Jonathan Abbott 

- Dave Evans 

- John Foxcroft 

- John Anfield 

 

Safeguarding: 

- Rick Davis (lead) 

- Linda Spence 

- Mick Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Data Protection/Records Management: 

- Pippa Joyce (lead) 

- Dave Cordon 

- Rick Davis 

- Dave Evans 

 

Finance: 

- John Foxcroft (lead) 

- Alison Weston 

- Dave Evans 

- John Anfield 

 

Marketing & Communications: 

- Alison Weston (lead) 

- Pippa Joyce 

- Rick Davis 

- Jamie Davis 

 

Tuesday Club: 

- Dave Evans (lead) 

- Mick Jones 

- Jamie Davis 

 

Roll of Honour: 

- John Foxcroft (lead) 

- Dave Evans  

- Dave Cordon 

- Jamie Davis 

 



Chair’s Report 2019 
 

Having taken over as Chair of Beasley Back Dane in February 
2018 I had two immediate ambitions for the charity – encouraging 
use of the outdoor environment by visiting groups and expanding 
the number of charities who use Back Dane.  I feel that we have 
made great strides on both of these in 2019.  

Several exciting projects to enhance the outdoor facilities at Back Dane have been 
implemented.  This led to groups spending more time outdoors in the woodland, 
wildflower meadow and at the riverside.  The woodland nature trail was developed 
which consists of a winding path around the top third of the woodland with 
interpretation boards explaining about the trees in the woodland.  This is 
complemented by a fun storytelling circle with log seating and a dressing up box. 

In 2018 six different charities used Back Dane, in 2019 we had 16 which was 
marvellous because it means that the Back Dane experience has been shared with 
so many more deserving causes.  In fact we recorded that over 650 people visited/ 
stayed at Back Dane in 2019.   

We hope to cover the cost of running of Back Dane using income from visiting 
groups.  This then enables us to use our investments and grants on specific projects 
eg hosting the Trust’s Own Holidays and offering free ‘Partnership Holidays’ to 
groups who are unable to finance or organise the trips themselves.  Thank you to the 
Trustees and volunteers who run these holidays for those in need. 

At our AGM in March 2019 Pippa Joyce was appointed as a Trustee with special 
focus on Data Protection and Records Management.  Irene Knights stood down and 
I’d like to say a special thank you to her for all that she has done for Back Dane over 
the years. 

At the end of 2019 the sensory garden began to take shape and we hope to have 
this open for visitors to enjoy late Spring.  Once again I am grateful to the many 
volunteers who have worked so hard to maintain and improve the cottage and 
associated grounds. 

We were also blessed with many generous donations in 2019 eg grants from Tesco, 
the Morrison’s Foundation, Shell, the British Heart Foundation and the South West 
Peak Landscape Partnership/National Lottery Heritage Fund. 

The Tuesday Club continued to be well supported and I’m very grateful to Dave 
Evans and Mick Jones who run these clubs for adults with learning difficulties on 
behalf of Beasley Back Dane. 

 

Alison Weston 

31st January 2020  



Treasurer’s Report 

Financial Review 

2019 was a very good year, many developments and fundraising. 

Peak SWP project cost to date £10,433 and grant of £6,808. 

New borehole for water supply, self funded, to date £11,700. 

Electrical Improvements £5,878, self funded. 

Defibrillator £1,194 donated. 

As at 31 Dec 2019 investment was £139,455 with a gain of £23,732 over the year. 

The bookings policy worked well, realising £10,404. 

£49,989 of reserves was required in 2019 to fund developments and ongoing activities although this 

was partially offset by grants and donations.  The medium term objective is to attract a higher level 

of grants, donations and letting income to ensure operating costs are fully covered.      

Because the level of reserves had reduced below the minimum level required by our investment 

management agency, during the year we transferred the reserves from Fidelity to CCLA, who 

specialise in charity investment management. 

As always the donations of both time and money by volunteers and supporters is amazing. 

Achievement and Performance 

In 2019 the usage of Back Dane for our own charitable purposes and by other charities and related 

organisations expanded significantly. Further improvements to the building were made by drilling a 

borehole for the water supply and by significantly extending and improving the electrical system. In 

addition the woodland and open areas were developed with significant financial donations and 

grants.  

John Foxcroft 



Secretary’s Report 
 

I looked back at the early Annual Reports of Derby IVS and confirmed that I have been doing a Secretary’s 
Report since 1973 (with a brief gap of three years when we didn’t produce an Annual Report).  The surprising 

thing is that it has never been difficult, as there has always been plenty to write about.  I have always tried to 
encompass and summarise all that has been going on, but this year there has been so much happening now 

that Back Dane is fully operational, that I’m struggling to ensure that I haven’t missed anything.  We are very 

fortunate to have so many committed, energetic and conscientious individuals enabling so many activities to 
happen. This has resulted in an enormous catalogue of things happening and this is reflected in the number of 

sub-committees that we have needed to manage it all. 
 

Although Back Dane was ready for use, there was still plenty of work to do, not just general maintenance but 

innovative projects too. Attention turned to the grounds around the cottage. The monthly improvement 
weekend team were kept busy, see the volunteering update report and the building update report, including a 

borehole being drilled to solve the limitations of the well.  A grant was obtained to develop the grounds with 
volunteer effort.  A project was set up to carry this out and now is in its final stages, see the environment 

report describing among other things, the creation of a sensory garden and wildflower meadow.   

 
The common link in everything is volunteering.  The volunteering update report includes the contribution by 

other volunteers, including among others, local residents and Microsoft employees.  The environment project 
too involves local residents and other environmental volunteers besides our own members.  The Trust’s own 

holidays for various categories of client and its partnership holidays have also brought in new volunteers.  

This growth in the volunteer base is part of a focussed initiative to provide a wide range of volunteer 
opportunities, see the review of volunteers report. 

 
We have always done our own holidays, generally for children referred to us, see the report.  However a 

newer innovation is in setting up partnership holidays, where we provide assistance to other organisations to 

enable them to use and benefit from Back Dane and as a result we have affiliated to some of those 
organisations such as Derby City of Sanctuary Network.  See the partnership holidays report.  This is 

providing holidays for groups who would not otherwise have one.   
 

In addition, of course, were the independent users of Back Dane.  Not only has the usage increased, but the 

diversity of users has too, which is all very encouraging, although there is still quite a bit of spare capacity, 
particularly in mid-week.  See the selection of visitor feedbacks in this report. 

 
Most of our activities inevitably centre on Back Dane but Tuesday Club still continues in Derby, see the 

Tuesday Club report. 

 
Enabling the above takes considerable effort, but what also takes considerable effort is the “back office” 

work.  This involves producing policies and procedures, in particular safe-guarding and data protection 
issues.  Fortunately we have individuals who are able and willing to focus on these issues and as a result we 

are now members of the Independent Safeguarding Service, see also the HSSE report.  Our policies are on the 

website. 
 

In 2019, in recognition of the number of local residents who had signed up as members, the AGM was held 
near Back Dane.  The links with the local community are growing, with numerous local members signing up, 

the Ship Inn doing fundraising events, the children from the local primary school being involved with the 

garden and the local WI helping too. 
 

Not only do we have excellent individuals working for us now, but we have been very fortunate to have had 
many in the past.  Sadly, one of them, Don Ault passed away in December. There is a eulogy to Don by John 

Foxcroft in this report. 

 
Dave Evans 



VICE-CHAIR’S FAREWELL NOTE 

 

Many of you will know that David Robinson was my cousin and we lived very close to each other 

in York.  We shared an interest in music, but also in exploring locally and getting into some 

trouble! It was clearly David’s fault as he was 3 years older! 

 

David was involved with Back Dane from the beginning.  We moved to Buxton in 1978 when I 

started working for the Peak District National Park.  We made several family visits to Back Dane, 

and David often called to our house in Buxton. 

 

Eventually David was very ill and being looked after by Mick.  It was at this time that Dave Evans 

suggested that I should become a trustee to keep the family link, and it would not be a very 

demanding role!! 

 

David sadly died and Back Dane received his amazing legacy.  John Foxcroft suggested that I 

chair the Building Sub-Group which I did and immensely enjoyed.  The job was to steer the 

whole rebuilding project, working with architects, planners, building inspectors and builders.  

Mine was the easy task as the real day to day work was done by fellow trustees Stan Harrison 

and Irene Knights. 

 

Later when John Foxcroft was not well, I took over as acting Chair of the Trust. Working with all 

the other experienced trustees this was a real pleasure. But my main task was to find a new 

Chair of the Trust. 

 

Then I found Alison! -and what a find! 

 

So, it has been a huge privilege to be a trustee of Back Dane for 6 momentous years. 

 

I have every confidence in the long-term role and future of Back Dane. 

 

I will be very happy to continue to be involved as a member. 

 

John Anfield 



2019 Synopsis Trustee meetings There were four Trustee meetings in 2019.  Discussion at these meetings mainly focused on the environmental work (eg woodland, nature trail, sensory garden), how to handle our investments and allocation of funds to sponsor ‘partnership holidays’ and run the Trust’s Own Holidays.   Membership In 2019 membership numbers went from 35 to over 100. Open Day The open day on Sunday, 12th May 2019 was well attended, particularly by locals  Another open day will be organised.            



Bookings - 2019 2019 has been a busier year for bookings, although we still had 12 weekends where the building was unused.     In total 118 nights were occupied in 2019 compared to 98 in 2018. There were more day bookings too eg Cheshire East Eye Society, Macclesfield Drop In Centre, Wincle school.  29 nights were used for volunteer improvement activities, 11 nights used for private bookings, 6 nights by scouts, 60 nights used by charities/good causes and 10 nights used by the Trust to run its own holidays.   There were many more day bookings where groups did not stay overnight.  This highlights the fact that local charities are starting to use Back Dane.  Sixteen third party charities/good causes stayed at Back Dane in 2019 (compared to 6 in 2018) and there were four holidays fully organised by the Trust itself (compared to 7 in 2018).   



REVIEW OF VOLUNTEERING AT BACK DANE 

One of the objectives of the Back Dane Trust is: 

To provide volunteering opportunities and training in a spirit of friendship and understanding, 

without regard to race, religion, sexual orientation/identity or politics. 

For over 50 years Back Dane has worked because of the dedication of volunteers. The early photos 

show how hard this work was, especially with no direct electricity! This high level of activity was run 

mainly by IVS volunteers, principally from Derby, but also individuals from other IVS branches and 

elsewhere across the country. 

Much was done and organised by Dave Robinson. When he died, his generous bequest changed 

everything. 

 

We now have a well-equipped cottage sleeping 23 people in the beautiful Peak District. 

 

We have no staff and are obligated as trustees to plan accordingly for the future. We have been 

carrying out a major review of volunteering at Back Dane.  

 

This review continues with: 

The preparation of a volunteer strategy for the future 

Writing a set of volunteer policies 

Integration of the Volunteer Policies with Safeguarding Policies and GDPR 

Role Descriptions for volunteers 

Integration of more local volunteers with others. 

 

We hope that the review will result in many more people becoming volunteers at Back Dane, with 

benefits for the volunteers and for those using Back Dane. 

John Anfield 

 



Back Dane Building Report 
 

An update on the Back Dane building work for 2019: 
 

• A bore hole was dug to improve water supply at Back Dane, filtration plant to be 
installed in back of management workshop 

• A second hand rail was added to the staircase 

• An electric fly zapper was installed in the kitchen 

• A defibrillator/AED was commissioned by the Back Dane gate 

• Chalk boards were added to toilet doors to allow groups to indicate girls/boys or 
children/adults 

• Tap added to understairs cupboard 

• Upright freezer purchased for Trust’s Own Holidays 

• Thicker curtains and blinds were made for the bedrooms, sitting room and dining 
room 

• Two sofas were replaced and a chair added to quiet room 

• Electrical consolidation work took place in the meter cabinet and card meter removed 

• Microwave was replaced  

• Outdoor furniture was treated with wood preservative 

• General maintenance eg decorating hallway/landing, repairing locks and lights 

• A dehumidifier was purchased to help with drying clothes in the laundry 

• A woodland nature trail was created with interpretation boards 

• A story telling circle was built with a reading seat and natural wood stools for children 
to sit on 

• Thinning of the woodland continued, following guidance from the Peak Park Ranger 

• Added outdoor emergency box (eg foil blankets, water, torches) 

• The wildflower meadow was fenced off and seeds planted by school children 

• Fairy village created in woodland 

• Bird boxes were put up by school children  

• A new gate was added to the right hand side of the building to enable easy access to 
the new sensory garden 

• Rugs were added in the bedrooms  

• A path was constructed in front of the stores with steps down to the path 
 

 
Work outstanding: 
 

• Completion of sensory garden 

• Completion of bore hole and plumbing adjustments to remove water tanks in loft 

• General decorating to ensure all walls in building can be wiped down 

• Bucket swing for the young and disabled to replace tyre 

• Repair of dry stone walling 

• Hedge and tree planting 
 
 
 
 

 
Alison Weston, 10th February 2020 



Volunteering Update  
 

 
 
Improvement weekends continued to be an integral part of Beasley Back Dane throughout 
2019 with 12 weekends being run and an average of 8 volunteers joining for each weekend. 
We worked with those who run the Kids’ Weekends and Partnership Holidays to ensure that 
we focused on the right tasks.  
 
Examples of tasks achieved in 2019 were: 
 

• Patching and painting where wear and tear is taking its toll 

• Footpath signage improvements 

• Woodland maintenance including tree felling and thinning 

• Construction of a brash barrier 

• Creation of the storytelling circle 

• General cleaning and tidying 

• Obtaining and preparing firewood 

• Construction of a path to the outbuildings 

• Repair and painting of outdoor furniture 

• Bringing the old Back Dane dining tables back to life 

• Stile construction 

• Installation of additional tap for outdoor projects 

• Pressure washing of patio areas 

• Production of various wooden items, bird boxes, defibrillator box etc.  

• Cooking and washing up to keep the team fed and watered  
 
As well as working on these weekends we have managed to keep the spirit of Back Dane 
volunteering alive. The Improvement Weekend team would like to see more volunteers 
getting involved in these weekends and in volunteering generally so that we can run holidays 
and maintain the building and grounds rather than paying for hired help. 
 
Other volunteers that helped during the year were: 
 
A team from Microsoft who decorated the hallway, stairs and upstairs corridor as part of a 
team building event. 
 
The Wincle WI who held a sewing day at Back Dane to make thicker curtains for the 
bedrooms as we found that children were waking up really early with the previous, thinner 
curtains.  They also made cushions and blinds. 
 
A very hard working and dedicated group of volunteers came from The Peak Park 
Conversation Volunteers and Fit for Work (ex-offenders).  These groups helped create the 
woodland nature trail, the sensory garden and the wildflower meadow. 
 
Many others helped with the Kids’ Weekends and Partnership Holidays (which are covered 
in a separate section of this report) running activities for children’s weekends, cleaning up 
afterwards (a mammoth task) and gardening. 
 
My personal thanks to everyone who has contributed in any way. 
 
 
Dave Cordon, 24th February 2020 



Back Dane Environment Report 2019 

The Back Dane landscape has changed quite considerably over the course of the last year, thanks 

largely to the National Lottery Heritage funding we have received through the South West Peak 

Landscape Partnership Scheme to develop the environment around Back Dane. This match-funding 

project has involved the development of our woodland, and the creation of a wildflower meadow 

and a sensory garden, as well as enabling us to purchase equipment and materials that will allow our 

users and beneficiaries to observe, appreciate and enjoy the nature and wildlife around Back Dane. 

 

In the woodland we have constructed a nature trail path with interpretation boards on the different 

types of native tree, as well as boards on other features such as fungi and songbirds. A storytelling 

circle has been created by weaving felled branches between two rings of ash trees, and log seats and 

a storytelling chair have been crafted by Stan. A brash barrier weaved together with felled branches 

and trees has also been created in order to restrict access to the lower part of the woodland, 

allowing for a greater diversity of habitats for wildlife (including a wildlife corridor with evidence of 

badgers, foxes and deer passing through). A ‘fairy village’ has also been created, as have a number of 

log piles and ‘insect hotels’, as well as areas set aside for den building and observing woodland bird 

feeders.  

 

A portion of our land immediately below Back Dane which has traditionally been grazed by livestock, 

has been fenced off with the intention of creating a wildflower meadow. The area has been 

harrowed by a local farmer, and wildflower seeds have been scattered by Wincle primary school 

children in order to create an area of species rich grassland, which we hope will attract increased 

numbers of birds, butterflies and bees. This habitat creation will also add to the natural beauty of 

the surrounding landscape, while adding another feature that our users and beneficiaries will be 

able to appreciate and enjoy.  



A sensory garden has also been created with various features to be planted with herbs and plants to 

trigger and stimulate the senses. This has been planned out for free by a professional sensory garden 

designer, and constructed and built with assistance and input from volunteers from Peak Park 

Conservation Volunteers, to whom we are very grateful. At the time of writing this element of the 

project is all but complete bar for the seasonal plants to go in.  

 

A selection of ten rubbing plaques to enable children (and adults!) to create their own sketches of a 

variety of natural features have been fixed to posts and installed around Back Dane. This has created 

another nature trail spanning the woodland, the wildflower meadow, the sensory garden, within the 

fence around Back Dane, the eastern section of our land and down by the river, encompassing all 

(safely accessible!) areas of our environment. 

 

A number of bird boxes have also been put up over the last year, including a Barn Owl box, Tawny 

Owl box, and a number of boxes installed by the Peak Park ranger in which migrating pied 

flycatchers successfully nested. Oak trees and a horse chestnut tree donated to us have been 

planted, along with a number of plants and vegetables in pots around Back Dane.  

Future plans for the Back Dane environment include laying hedges and restoring long-collapsed dry 

stone walls, for boundary purposes but also to create and improve habitats for wildlife. We are also 

exploring the creation of an observation pond in the boggy area at the very bottom of the woodland.  

                         



Back Dane HSSE Report 
 

 

This report summarises activities undertaken by The Back Dane Trust around Health, 
Safety, Security and Environment at Back Dane Cottage. 
 
Health 
 

- Annual water testing by Staffordshire Moorlands District Council Environmental 
Health team.  

 
Fire Protection 
 

- Fire risk assessment conducted 6-monthly. 

- Fire extinguisher servicing annually by Chase Fire 

- Fire service review of building by Staffordshire Fire & Rescue 

- Fire protection training course run for volunteers (in Q1 2020) 

- Wood burner: 

- Protective cage around 

- Chimney swept annually with appropriate certificate provided 

- Electrical work done by certified electrician eg tidying electrical distribution equipment 
and running new circuit for bore hole pump & filtration unit 

Safety 
 

- First aid kit checked monthly during Improvement Weekends 

- Other emergency equipment checked monthly eg extinguishers, emergency lights 
and alarms 

- First aid training course run for volunteers (in Q1 2020) 

- Defibrillator (AED) installed by main gate at Back Dane 

- Building risk assessment reviewed six monthly 

 
Environment 
 

- Water butt installed to minimise treated water use 

- Compost bin installed  

- Recycling encouraged – separate bins in kitchen 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Alison Weston, 22nd February 2020 



Trust’s Own Holidays 2019 
 
During 2019 we ran four children's holidays and one for Derby Kids Camp, giving 43 children a 
much needed break. We also supported other partnership holidays whenever we could. 
Unfortunately due to volunteers’ own family commitments and personal circumstances we were 
unable to run as many holidays as we would have liked. 
 
The children we took on our holidays came from inner city areas of Derby and Derbyshire and 
have been referred to us through schools, social workers or are from families known to us where 
children are struggling at home or at school for a variety of reasons needing a break themselves or 
giving their family a break. Many of the children we take have Autism, ADHD, behavioural 
difficulties, childhood trauma, are in the care system, have severe medical needs or are excluded 
from school. The children gained massive benefits from positive experiences being at Back Dane, 
supported by experienced volunteers who don't judge the children or their families,  just want the 
children to have a great Back Dane experience. 
 
Whilst at Back Dane the children did various walks - To Gradbach for an ice cream,  to the trout 
farm, stopping at Winkle brewery for an Ice cream,  to Blaze farm, yes indeed for an Ice cream!! 
Some walks were ice cream free  - Pyjama walks being a very popular evening activity.  
 
The children love walking from Back Dane and are equally happy splashing in puddles, stomping 
through the mud, jumping in the ice or enjoying the sunshine. 
 
We also went further afield such as the Splash pad in Ashbourne, Coombes valley nature reserve, 
adventure playground at Tittesworth and Buxton swimming pool. On the Christmas holiday we 
went to Beaver hall for a pony ride to visit Santa, stroked the animals, and enjoyed a treasure hunt. 
Beaver hall made us all so welcome and despite the cold we all had a great time. 
 
Indoors at Back Dane the children (and the helpers) enjoyed many craft activities like cake 
decorating, mask making,  mosaics, art activities, making bath bombs, sewing etc and enjoy sitting 
down together for all our meals. Around Back Dane cottage our activities included, - The tree trail, 
the Amazing story telling circle for stories, singing, and drinking hot chocolate!, Treasure hunts and 
egg box painting activity. Staffordshire wildlife came and organised river dipping and marshmallow 
toasting.  
 
So thank you to all our volunteers who come on the holiday, help with the preparation before and 
the clearing up after,  Thanks to the trustees, the improvement weekenders and the old Back 
Daners who continue to support us. Thanks also to those who offer help such as giving advice, 
training, writing risk assessments, all the jobs that go on in the background that ensure the children 
who most need our holidays can come along, stay safe and have a great time.  
 
Linda and Elaine 
 
 
 



PARTNERSHIP HOLIDAYS 2019. 

 

It will probably be helpful to begin this report with an account of what the term “Partnership Holidays” has come 

to mean within the Trust.  They lie somewhere between our traditional “Kid’s Weekend” and those occasions 

when the cottage is simply “hired out” to another charity or other supported organisation. 

 

There are two important aspects to these holidays. The first is the straightforward point that we help in the 

running of these holidays. This can cover financial support and other ways we help by providing volunteers, 

support with the domestic aspects of the stay or leading walks and other activities. The second aspect is that we 

have gone out of our way to invite and support use of Back Dane by some particularly deserving groups. These 

have been groups that had not previously had anything like the “Back Dane experience” in their repertoire of 

activities. 

 

 
A Kurdish Circle Dance at Castle Rock, Wakefield City of Sanctuary Visit.  

 

Bearing in mind our history of working with refugees, in the past, it was particularly pleasing that 2019 saw the 

first of several visits by members of Wakefield City of Sanctuary. These visits have included individuals from Iran, 

Iraq, Somalia, Eritrea, Syria as well as Kurdish people from different countries. The peacefulness of Back Dane 

and the surrounding countryside were greatly appreciated by these visitors. Visits to The Ship in Wincle were also 

enjoyed. It would be fair to say that our volunteers who helped on these visits – Sue, Phred, Jean, Linda etc. came 

away not only having enjoyed such amazing company, but having felt that they had been “looked after”, not least 

by Fatimah’s cooking. 

 
Enjoying the sunshine, Wakefield City of Sanctuary visit, 2019. 

From: Wakefield District City of Sanctuary via Dick Davies 
 



 
Dear Trustees, 
 
First of all, my apologies for missing your board meeting, I am just back home from a short 
holiday.  I wanted to write to you, first of all to express our appreciation of your help to us in 
Wakefield District City of Sanctuary by allowing some of our people to enjoy what for many is 
their first taste of UK life outside a city. I saw first-hand how they reacted so positively to being 
able to experience the beauty and tranquility of Beasley Back Dane and the surrounding area.  
Many of our people have experienced significant trauma, and the process of applying for 
asylum sadly often exacerbates that trauma rather than alleviates it. 
 
We would love to be able to do more of such activities, but sadly on the shoestring on which we 
operate, we have no resources to allocate to that.  What little we have available to us is eaten 
up in direct costs such as rent and energy costs on spaces we use for our drop in sessions (we 
run about 8 or 9 a week), running costs for our donated clothing stores, and on providing help 
directly to Asylum Seekers, and Refugees, especially those who find themselves homeless and 
destitute as a direct result of the Home Office process. We have no paid staff, and as a result 
we are happily able to operate on a minimal budget. 
 
As I suspect with you, we do have a wonderful group of volunteers who are very grateful for 
your partnering with us as you have done.  It has been a pleasure working with you. We would 
love to pass on our thanks to your volunteers, and to say that I believe that the results of your 
partnership with us are incalculable. 

 
Dick Davies 
Chair 
Wakefield District City of Sanctuary. 
 

***** 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Another group who began to visit Back Dane was BLAST, a group from South 

Staffordshire. BLAST is made up of families with children who have autism. The isolated 

and peaceful nature of Back Dane is especially appreciated by these visitors. This is a 

fairly recently established organisation and the visits to Back Dane have been helpful in 

its development. 

 

 Going on a residential experience is something of a challenge for some of the BLAST 

youngsters, so the holidays have included the opportunity for some families to visit for 

the day. This has led to some children coming for an overnight stay on a later visit – and 

even allowing for them to face participating, for the first time, on a school residential 

visit. 

The children have found the session of river dipping, den building etc led by Staffordshire 

Wildlife Trust particularly enjoyable.  

 

 
 

BLAST 
 

                                            

 

 

 

 



 
Dear Beasley Back Dane Trustees 
 
We would like to say an enormous thank you for your ongoing support of BLAST. You are 
making a huge difference to the lives of the families we support. The help you have given our 
new group is hugely appreciated. 
 
We have attached a leaflet to show you what we have been doing at BLAST over the last few 
months. It has been amazing to have been able to offer this level of support to our families and 
we could not have done it without you. 
 
We, like all parents, want our children to live happy, independent lives as adults. We want our 
children to be able to reach their potential and not be held back by their disability. Opportunities 
that are given through having a Back Dane short break or day visit help families towards this 
goal. 
 
The effects of having a child with autism can be hugely challenging. Families and children can 
feel isolated and unable to join in with regular family activities. Often autistic children are unable 
to cope with the sensory challenges involved, and parents may feel judged by others who do 
not understand their child’s disability.  
 
Giving BLAST families an opportunity to have a supportive break enables children and parents 
to relax and rebond. Children can just be kids without the pressure to conform to social 
expectations. Without this pressure problematic behaviours reduce which has a long-lasting 
benefit going beyond the time spent at Back Dane. Providing the chance for children to explore 
the wonderful environment at Back Dane with group leaders enables children to start 
developing a little independence and parents to have a desperately needed break knowing their 
children are safe and secure. 
 
This support is crucial. According to the National Autism Society ‘only 16% of autistic adults in 
the UK are in full-time paid employment. Without understanding, autistic people and families are 
at risk of being isolated and developing mental health problems. While autism is incurable, the 
right support at the right time can make an enormous difference to people's lives’. 
 
BLAST is passionate to provide the help families need at little or no cost to families. We do not 
want cost to be a barrier to families accessing the essential support they need. The financial 
implications of raising a child with a disability such as autism cannot be over-estimated. Many 
of the parents we support have been forced to give up paid employment to support their autistic 
child. In addition to the extra day to day costs of managing an autistic child’s difficulties there 
are often costs involved in obtaining professional assessments and training to learn about the 
child’s disability. Unfortunately due to public sector and NHS cuts to funding, essential services 
to support autistic children have simply disappeared and parents are left with no choice but to 
pay for vital support.  
 
The support the Beasley Back Dane Trust has given BLAST is hugely appreciated. We are 
currently working towards fundraising and grant applications to enable us to develop all areas 
of the vital support we give to families.  This will take time, but we hope that in the future we can 
become a regular ‘paying’ user of Back Dane. 

 

We have put together a little video from our trip to Back Dane in the summer. We hope you like 
it. We have also attached some comments from our families. 
 
Very best wishes 
Jill Hart-Sanderson  (Founder, Burntwood & Lichfield Autism Support Together (BLAST)) 
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Derby City Leaving Care Visit, Summer 2019. 

 

The third group who we worked with, in partnership, over 2019 was Derby City Council’s 

Leaving Care Team. This group started visiting in 2018 but the partnership continued to 

develop over the last year. Small groups of recent Care Leavers have now been several 

times to Back Dane. Again, this was an example of a group that hadn’t previously taken 

their young people on holidays. With our encouragement and support, the group is now 

a “regular” user, they now have relevant funding and budget headings and more of their 

staff are planning to come on future visits. The value of these visits by some of the most 

vulnerable young adults cannot be overstated. 

A second Christmas holiday took place in 2019 for a number of young people who would 

otherwise have been spending Christmas on their own. This visit was held with support 

in the form of food, vouchers and presents by St. Peter’s Church, Derby, The Liversage 

Trust, Derby, and, in a most welcome gesture by many of the residents of Wincle. 

I particularly enjoyed all of these visits as it allowed me to spend time with some young 

people I had known while working in children’s homes in Derby. Several of the young 

people on these visits have expressed an interest in volunteering at Back Dane in the 

future. 

 



 
Rick with Keeley, 18yrs and Junior 19yrs, at Lud’s Church. This was the first time this 

brother and sister had ever been on holiday together. 

 

Our longest standing partnership is with Derby Kid’s Camp. Last year, DKC had weekend 

visits and a week-long stay in the summer. These were much enjoyed by the children 

participating.  A feature of these visits is the chance to take on holiday some children 

who find the large numbers involved in DKC’s Summer Camps a little daunting. 

 

We have long been very much dependant on Linda Spence and Elaine Johnson, both with 

DKC backgrounds, for running our Kid’s Weekends. It is very pleasing to report that, over 

the last year, a number of DKC volunteers – Anne, Sarah, Sam, Darren and Stefan, have 

become an invaluable part of our volunteer numbers. 

 

Rick Davis, 

Trustee. 

 

 



 

I’d just like to share some pictures of our visits to Beasley Back Dane last year (everyone 
has given permission for these images to be shared).  

Our visits were part of an art project for local people with visual impairments which 
including getting participants into the countryside. One lady was so overwhelmed by her 

visit to Beasley Back Dane, she described it as “A holiday in one day”. We had fabulous 

weather and made the most of the outside space, exploring the woodlands and the river, 
collecting leaves and twigs to use in our artwork and most importantly, just sitting 

outside enjoying the sound of the wind, the trees, the birds and the animals.  

All the participants are dependent on others for transport and don’t get chance to get out 

of the urban environment, just being able to spend time in the countryside, to relax, to 

feel and to listen was hugely important.  

Thank you for allowing us to use such a wonderful place. I do hope we can arrange 

another visit this year too.  

We have an exhibition of the artwork created during the project at Congleton Museum 

from Wed 11
th
 March to Tues 31

st
 March. I have attached an invitation to our opening 

event on Wed 11
th
 if you or your colleagues would like to attend, you would be most 

welcome.  

This project was supported by The National Lottery Heritage Fund through the South 

West Peak Landscape Partnership, the Rotary Club of Macclesfield Castle and East 

Cheshire Eye Society.  

Best wishes  

Helen  

Helen van der Veken  

Services and Volunteers co-ordinator  

01625 422602  

1875 – 2020 Supporting people affected by sight loss for 145 years  

Registered Charity Number 1174656  

15 Queen Victoria Street, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK11 6LP  

www.eastcheshireeyesociety.org.uk 

 

 



 
 
 

 



A Selection of Feedback from Visiting Groups in 2019 

 
From an Autism Group 

From a Cheshire Young Carer 
 

 

 

 

From two of the refugees from Wakefield City of Sanctuary: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Cheshire East Youth Support Services:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chesterfield Community Support 
Group (Go-Rillaz) 



A Selection of Feedback from Visiting Groups in 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From two of the Wincle Primary school children: 

 

 

 



Tuesday Club  
 

Tuesday Club is a lively club for adults with learning difficulties.  Activities at the club include playing 

pool, dominoes and bingo; doing jigsaws or drawing ; having a cup of tea and a good chat and a laugh.  
Apart from the weekly club itself, there are occasional outings and trips, not forgetting frequent 

birthday celebrations of members at the club followed by pass-the-parcel.  The members do nearly 
everything for themselves; we merely facilitate the activities.  They make the tea do the bingo calling, 

manage the music for pass-the-parcel, etc. 

 
The year began with the disappointment of having our annual pantomime visit cancelled at short notice. 

This was the first year that we hadn’t been to a pantomime for decades.  Unfortunately the problems 
with the Guildhall are still ongoing, so we missed out on the pantomime in 2020 too.  Other venues are 

not as convenient for public transport, so it was not practicable to go to them 

 
Attendance numbers this year are lower than a year or two ago.  Currently the upper teens is normal.  A 

few years ago it was upper twenties.  There is no single reason for this, we do have these cycles.   
 

We’ve had two seaside outings: Skegness in July with 45 folks and Bridlington in August with 47 folks.  

Both trips were enjoyable with reasonable weather.  The Xmas dinner at the Blue Peter was attended by 
over 40 folks.  So although the numbers on a Tuesday Club evening have declined, the popularity of our 

trips, etc is still as high as ever. 
 

In the spring we celebrated Dereck Betts 80
th
 birthday.  He has been attending Tuesday Club since it 

began over 50 years ago. 
 

The summer was saddened by the deaths of two of our familiar faces, Anthony Clay and Stephen Cole.  
Both were testimony to the fact that what they lacked in mental faculty they more than made up for in 

personality. Below is a photo, co-incidentally of them both at Southport a few years ago on one of our 

trips, although Anthony’s face is partially obscured. 
Sadly also, one of the attendees at the Xmas dinner, Hayden Marshall went missing two weeks later at 

the height of the floods and hasn’t been seen since. 
 

It is a big relief having Mick Jones assisting each week (and on the outings), not just as backup, but 

getting thoroughly involved.  His domino sessions are now a fundamental part of TC.   
 

Our thanks go to St Augustine’s church for accommodating us for all these years. 
 

Dave Evans 

 



Don Ault---- a man of great kindness and above all always doing good things. 

That is how I always knew Don. 

I was 24 and at a meeting of the very recently formed Derby IVS (international Voluntary Service) at 

St. Mary’s Bridge chapel where we were organising decorating rooms for old people. 

Don was also at the chapel singing in a choir and afterwards he popped his head around the door to 

see what we were doing. He was hooked! 

By the end of the year he was its chairman. 

He was an invaluable member of its committee for some twelve years. 

In that time was a major player and now, fifty years later, “Beasley Back Dane” the charity/holiday 

cottage near Leek is testimony to those early years. 

Very briefly: 

1967 – First children’s outing -masterminded by Don. In tents near Ashbourne. Children were from a 

Derby children’s home. Don’s truck was the kitchen. 

1970—Eight weekend outings for children a year. 

1970—moved to Pear Tree House, opposite Don’s House. 

1972—Richmond Road, our own property (with help from Walbrook Housing- a Don connection). 

1974—rented Back Dane. 

1976—Back Dane burnt down. 

1977—Bought Back Dane, without a roof. 

Rebuilding the roof was a Don, and brother in law Ray, enterprise. 

Since then it has given 100’s of children and volunteers enormous pleasure and continues to do so. 

So Don joined Derby IVS and played a major part but importantly he was an excellent organiser and 

really motivated volunteers. 

In 1974 he became the full time Volunteer Coordinator at Aston Hall Hospital. 

At Aston he also organised many International workcamps through IVS. 

Don, and his family had a big impact on my own life: 

--not just in engagement with derby IVS 

-- but, in 1971 I was pushed by them to become a member of Derby City Council for the Pear Tree 

Ward, Don’s plot. 

-- and in a round about way I ended forming a Derby engineering company, Garrandale limited. 

The Back Dane Trust has recently agreed to set up a “Roll of Honour” for people who have made a 

major input to Derby IVS and Back Dane and this will be formerly established at the next AGM in 

March 2020. Don has been nominated for this. 

Sorry we didn’t do this a bit sooner Don. 

Don, thank you for everything. 

 

John Foxcroft, 17 December 2019.   



    

2019 2018

Balance at 31st Dec

Deposit Account 192                        171                      

  Current Account 26,299                   9,606                   

Total 26,491                   9,777                   

Income

Grants 6,808                     

Subscriptions & donations 5,759                     1,886                   

Back Dane hire 10,119                   3,378                   

Tuesday Club Outings contribution 1,040                     880                      

Bank Interest + dividends 401                        1,265                   

Other 104                        -                           

    Total 24,231                   7,409                   

Expenditure

Raising funds 2,470                     615                      

Admin/Room hire/Web 315                        715                      

Bank Charges 134                        

Child Outings/Minibus hire 2,269                     3,302                   

  Insurance 1,684                     1,599                   

 Accounts/Audit 2,050                     1,750                   

Professional fees - 240                      

Unreclaimable VAT 410                        350                      

 Back Dane

     Carpets/Beds/Fittings - 5,184                   

    Telephone, postage, stationery 265                        823                      

      Rates + water + electricity 3,444                     3,610                   

     Maintenance/Sundry 3,698                     8,717                   

     Volunteer Support 788                        1,147                   

     Track (joint maintenance) 1,453                     -                           

Tuesday Club

     Coach Hire/Outings 1,040                     1,040                   

      St Augustine's hire 1,134                     1,215                   

Sub-total 21,154                   30,307                 

Back Dane Project

      Design & Planning -                           

      Electrical Improvements 5,878                     -                           

      Water/borehole 11,700                   -                           

      Barn renovation -                           

      Cottage renovation - 67,019                 

      Defibrillator       (grant of £1,194) 1,194                     -                           

     SWP Project (grant of £6,808) 10,433                   -                           

Sub-total 29,205                   67,019                 

Total 50,359                   97,326                 

(26128) (89917)

NOTES

Beasley Back Dane 2019 Income and Expenditure

Valuation of Back Dane is £739,000

Investments value at 31
st
 Dec 2018 were £165,712 .  Investments value at 31st December 2019 

were £139,455.  In 2019 £49,989 was drawn down to cover developments.  Gain on 

investments in 2019 was £23,732

Income less expenditure

Full accounts including capitalisation of project expenditure, depreciation and property 

revaluation are subject to approval at the AGM



Beasley Back Dane 
 

 

 

 


