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The Charity’s objects are: 
 

1.  To provide volunteering opportunities and training in a spirit of 
friendship and understanding, without regard to race, 
religion, sexual orientation/identity or politics.   

 
2.  To provide educational and recreational facilities for: 
• Those in distress including disabled children and adults 

• Those facing poverty 

• The elderly 

• Refugees 

• Disadvantaged children and young people 

3.  To apply considered ecological and environmental principles to 
our property, grounds and services in order to limit 
the environmental impact of our operations. 

 
The activities of the charity are currently: 
 

 
  
�  To promote Back Dane as a venue for use by good causes / charities 
 
  
�  To provide volunteering opportunities at Back Dane 
 
 
�  To run the “Tuesday Club” for adults with learning difficulties in Derby. 
 
 
�  To offer holidays at Back Dane facilitated by the Trust 
 
 
 
        Alison Weston - Chair 



  

 Beasley Back Dane 

 
 Trustees 2018 
 
Alison Weston from Feb 2018 Chair    Tel: 01260 227636 
Dave Evans from Jan 2018 Secretary/ Tuesday Club Tel: 01332 513460 
John Foxcroft from Jan 2018 Treasurer   Tel: 01335 370872 
Dave Cordon from Jan 2016 Bookings Co-ordinator Tel: 01158 493946 
Rick Davis from Jan 2016 Children’s Organiser  Tel: 01629 583612 
Jean Davis from Jan 2018 Children’s Organiser   
Linda Spence from Jan 2017 Children’s Organiser   
Jamie Davis from Jan 2017 Environment Focal Point 
John Anfield from Jan 2017  
Stan Harrison from Jan 2018  
Jonathon Abbott from Jan 2018  
Irene Knights  from Jan 2016  
Robert Jackson from Jan 2017 
Mick Jones from Jan 2018 
Mike Willmot from Feb 2018 Resigned Mar 2018 
 
There can be a maximum of 14 trustees and a minimum of 7. 
All trustees have a three year period of office, thereafter they require re-appointment. 
 
There are sub-committees for: 
 Finance and Investment 
 Back Dane bookings 
 Environment 
 Volunteering 
 
 Regular events 
 
Tuesday evenings:- Watson Rooms, St Augustine's Church, Upperdale Road, Derby 
   7.00 pm - 9.00 pm 
   A lively club for adults with learning difficulties. 
 
Improvement Weekends:- At Back Dane, Wincle.  Volunteering weekends to maintain the 
cottage and the grounds.   
 
 
 For more information 
 
Web site:  www.backdane.co.uk 
    
Email:   info@backdane.co.uk  
 
Bookings:   backdane@gmail.com  
 



Chair’s Report 2018 
 

Serendipity was in play when last January I was contacted by John 
Anfield to ask whether I would take over the role as Chair of Beasley 
Back Dane from John Foxcroft. I had recently retired, after 35 years 
working for Shell, and was looking for something useful to get my 
teeth into. I live half a mile away from Back Dane and for the last 17 
years I’d been walking past the building without knowing anything 
about what went on there! 

I was elected in February 2018 and threw myself into helping get the building up and 
running ready for our first guests.  Unfortunately, issues had been identified that 
needed resolving and some of this remediation resulted in re-work that was 
frustrating but eventually we opened for business at the end of May. 

Turf was laid in the middle of May and from that moment on we seemed to have no 
rain at all!  The drone footage on our website that was taken on 24th May shows how 
dry the grass was at that time.  I’m pleased to say that it is beautifully green now. 

The building is looking great and we are proudly celebrating all that has been 
achieved in memory of Dave Robinson whose legacy enabled the wonderful 
refurbishment. 

On 5th May we held a ‘locals’ open day and were blessed with marvellous weather.  
Residents really appreciated the chance to see inside Back Dane and hear a bit 
about what had been going on there for all these years.  

I have been really keen to garner local support for Back Dane and this has paid 
dividends. We have received many kind donations and I would like to thank all those 
who have contributed.  Some examples are the drone footage, advertising design, 
the new logo, two log stores with logs, furniture, books, CDs, the log burner and 
paintings. 

Back Dane was officially opened by Kate Mitchell (a member of the last family to live 
at Back Dane) on 16th June and this was followed in July by a party for the 
volunteers who had helped at Back Dane over the years. 

Since taking over as Chair I have written to local councils, NHS trusts as well as over 
80 charities to highlight what Back Dane has to offer and we are starting to see the 
pay back from this with 8 new good causes having booked Back Dane in 2019. 

The Tuesday Club continues to be run by Dave Evans and later in this Annual 
Report you will see some of the things they got up to in 2018.  I am really grateful to 
Dave for keeping this going and supporting the group in Derby. 

Improvement Weekends were held monthly throughout 2018 and it was great to see 
new volunteers coming along and getting stuck in. I am very aware that we need to 
encourage and recruit more volunteers to sustain the ethos of the Trust and maintain 



and develop the building and the grounds.  Thanks to Dave Cordon who coordinates 
these weekends.   

Seven holidays were run by Beasley Back Dane Trustees in 2018, thanks to Linda 
Spence and Rick Davis for coordinating these along with Elaine Johnson.  See the 
update later in this Annual Report. 

Our next exciting adventure is about to start as we develop the land around Back 
Dane.  We have been successful in obtaining a grant from the South West Peak 
Landscape Partnership to further develop the woodland that was planted by the 
Trust in 1999, adding a nature trail and story telling circle.  Some of the woodland will 
continue to have restricted access to support the diverse wildlife we have at Back 
Dane.  Much of the pasture will be fenced off to keep the sheep out and we will plant 
a species-rich wildflower meadow and create a sensory garden.  It is going to be 
another busy and exciting year!  Thanks go to Jamie Davis for pulling the bid 
together and acting as project manager for the work. 

Many of the charities I have taken round Back Dane are mesmerised by our remote, 
unspoilt location and are looking at possibilities to use the site for outdoor education, 
forest craft and orienteering.   

Finally, I would like to thank John Foxcroft and all of the Trustees for welcoming me 
into the Beasley Back Dane family and for supporting me as I continue to take the 
Back Dane journey with them. 

 

Alison Weston 

31st January 2019  



Secretary’s Report 
 
2018 started off with mixed emotions.  The joyous expectation that we were on the last 
lap with the development of Back Dane mingled with the concern at the news that John 
Foxcroft had had a ministroke.  Fortunately John has now fully recovered, but the last lap 
at Back Dane proved longer than expected. 
 
The expectation for Back Dane was that the building work was nearly finished and we 
could get it ready for use by March, when Linda and company were going to test it out.  
This proved to be over optimistic and not just because of the Beast from the East. There 
were innumerable snagging items and some issues raised by the building inspector that 
had to be resolved.   A number of problems arose because we upgraded the cottage not 
just the barn, when we had realised that we might as well, but then the utility interfaces 
between the two were not appropriately integrated.  So it was not fully suitable to hire out 
until the end of May.  The exceptional warm summer didn’t help in some respects 
although it was wonderful to enjoy Back Dane in that weather.  The .turf was laid in early 
May then it didn’t rain for a month and the well ran dry on a few occasions too. 
 
In June we had an official open day.  This proved to be one of the few wet days of the 
summer, although it cleared up at lunchtime.  Around 50 people attended and it was 
opened by Kate Mitchell.   Kate had approached us earlier in the year about booking 
Back Dane explaining that she and her family were the last permanent residents of Back 
Dane (around 1960), Kate was a child at that time.  Kate is an author and we felt that she 
was a most appropriate person to do the opening, so she came with her family and her 
mother who produced a vivid account of her time living at Back Dane.  An old dinky toy 
was discovered when clearing the back, which had been her brother’s.  Thanks to John 
Anfield for being master of ceremonies on the day and to all the other helpers.  The 
press release for the open day is included elsewhere in this report.  At the end of July 
there was a party at Back Dane organised by Irene Knights for all the volunteers involved 
there. 
  
As the year started, it was clear that John Foxcroft could not be expected to continue as 
chair, so John Anfield took over temporarily with the remit to find someone else to be 
permanent chair.  The previous year we said there had been a large dose of serendipity.  
Well it continued.  In February we were very fortunate to obtain the services of Alison 
Weston, not just as a trustee but as the new chair for the trustees.  John Foxcroft is still 
with as treasurer of course.  Alison lives just across the river from Back Dane and in true 
peak district fashion is two minutes away as the crow flies but 15 minutes by road.  
Nonetheless being on hand has been invaluable.  I suspect that she didn’t realise how 
much of a fulltime job it would be when she agreed to take it on, but we are incredibly 
glad that she did.   
 
Even after the official opening there have been issues to be resolved with electrics and 
plumbing, as well as addressing safe-guarding including fire safety requirements etc.    In 
parallel with this, work has been progressing outside on the external facilities and on the 
environment.  See Dave Cordon’s article on the working weekends and Jamie Davis’s 
article on the environment. Maintaining the environment at BackDane has now been 
included as one of basic objectives, and we were pleased to Dave Moseley back 
regularly, with his extensive knowledge.   
 
Our thanks go to the working weekenders and especially to Stan Harrison and Irene 
Knights for liaising with the builders and other contractors over the last two years. 
 



So, although it was ready later than we hoped, we had a number of users, see the list 
elsewhere in this report. 
 
Of course there is more to BBD than just managing and maintaining Back Dane.  We 
want to make a positive difference to the lives of people.  Hitherto we have mainly 
focussed on children who would benefit from the experience of staying at Back Dane, 
however we want to widen this scope. To this end Rick Davis, Linda Spence and others 
have been formulating strategies for making Back Dane available to other people who 
would significantly benefit from the experience.  See Rick’s note on Family Contact 
Holidays.  This introduces the concept of “Partnership Holidays”, where we work in 
conjunction with other agencies in organising stays at Back Dane. 
We will be exploring these and other opportunities that are not being considered by 
anyone else. 
 
Our thanks to Rick, Jean, Linda and Elaine for organising the visits that they do.  See 
Linda and Elaine’s account of one of their visits elsewhere in his report. 
 
While all this activity is going on at Back Dane, Tuesday Club still exists as an outpost in 
Derby.  It has been in existence for over 50 years and is in its third location, where it has 
been now for over 25 years.  In 2018 we were pleased to have Mick Jones join as a 
regular volunteer there.  Mick also became a trustee last year. See the Tuesday Club 
note elsewhere in this report. 
 
Our thanks to John Foxcroft for managing the financial numbers with the support of 
Bates and Weston 
 
Finally our condolences and thoughts go to Anne Mellors and family on the recent death 
of David, who struggled bravely against Motor Neurone Disease and our best wishes to 
Margaret Foxcroft who has been very poorly this last year. 
 
Dave Evans 



Back Dane Volunteer Update 
 

During the improvement works to the building at Back Dane there has not 
been much scope for voluntary work apart from the liaison with the builders 
and planning people which has been very professionally handled by Stan and 
Irene.  
Now we are open again the teething troubles have come out of the woodwork 
and it has been the task of the volunteers on our improvement  weekends to 
solve these problems and take appropriate action. Also with the new building 
have come new ideas to improve the Back Dane facilities so the volunteers 
have stepped in again with our first task being to rebuild the fire circle but in a 
grander form than its predecessor. The new circle is bigger and people can sit 
further away from the fire than before. The old outside toilet has been 
converted into a barbecue to complement this.  
Moving forward we have re-instated Dave Robinson’s Suggested Task Lists 
which have always been a good way to allocate tasks. We are starting to see 
the walls becoming slightly scruffy already so I am sure that the painting crew 
will be back in action very soon too.  Outside, the volunteers have begun to 
construct a nature walk through the Back Dane Forest and a story telling 
circle. For more of these plans see elsewhere in this report. There will always 
be a place for our  voluntary improvement weekends at Back Dane and if you 
are interested in joining us for a weekend  please send an email to 
backdane@gmail.com or call on 07773 627521 
 
Example tasks : 
 
Outside work : Tree cutting / pruning, footpath work, palnt and wildlife 
monitoring, Grass cutting, garden management 
 
Inside work : Painting, Cleaning, Maintenance of facilities such as kitchen, 
games room etc., General cleaning and keeping up our standards 
 
Dave Cordon 
 
 

Back Dane Visitors 2018 
 

Beasley Back Dane childrens’ weekends 
Northampton Scouts 
Derby Kids Camp 
Leics/Northampton/Rutland ACF 
Combat Stress 
3H Club (for adults with learning difficulties) 
Markeaton Scouts 
Cheshire Young Carers 
Fermain Academy 
Leaving Care Team (Derby) 



Generations will enjoy David’s legacy in the Peak District 

A legacy from a man who helped to provide holidays for generations of disadvantaged 
families in the Peak District countryside has ensured his life’s work will continue for years 
to come. 
David Robinson oversaw his fellow volunteers in a project to turn a former farmhouse at 
Back Dane near Wincle into a holiday venue used by institutions, organisations and 
groups working with refugees, the elderly and those living in poverty. 
He died in 2014, but on what would have been his 79th birthday, the Beasley Back Dane 
Trust reopened the house as a comfortable hostel which sleeps up to 23 people, partly 
thanks to the fact that he left the bulk of his estate to the charity. 
“Today is the start of a new era for Back Dane,” said Alison Weston (chair of Beasley 
Back Dane).  
“We have an up-to-date comfortable hostel sleeping 23 in five bedrooms with modern 
facilities and a range of rooms for varied activities. The Trust provides educational and 
recreational facilities for disadvantaged children and adults, those in poverty, the elderly, 
and for refugees.” 
The refurbishment was officially open by author Kate Mitchell, who is part of the last family 
to live in Back Dane from 1957-61.  
“We are delighted that her mother, who recently celebrated her 90th birthday, was also 
present,” said John Anfield (vice-chair of Beasley Back Dane and cousin of David 
Robinson).  
Before an invited crowd of about 50 trustees, volunteers and supporters, Kate, author of 
the thriller The House Fell on Her Head, described living in Back Dane when there was no 
mains electricity, and attending school in Wincle and Gun End.  
A poignant discovery during the recent development was that of an old toy truck, buried in 
the soil, which is believed to have belonged to her brother. 
The restoration follows 18 months of extensive development at the former farmhouse and 
barn, which was just a burnt-out shell when a group of volunteers based in Derby raised 
sufficient funds in 1977 to buy it and create a holiday venue with very basic amenities, 
principally for charitable use. 
Over the next couple of decades gradual improvements were made including mains 
electricity, flushing toilets and showers with voluntary effort and limited financial 
resources. Hundreds of children and others have enjoyed weekends at Back Dane in the 
beautiful countryside of the Peak District National Park. 
A plaque commemorating David Robinson, who was often referred to as “Mr Back Dane”, 
has been placed over the door. He oversaw much of the work, but lack of money 
prevented the long-held ambition to turn the large attached stone barn into 
accommodation from being realised. 
In 2007 David was diagnosed with a neurological disease and his health deteriorated. In 
2013 his work with Back Dane was recognised by the award of Derby Community 
Champion by the Mayor of Derby.  
Sadly, David passed away in 2014, leaving the bulk of his estate to the charity. This 
legacy now enabled the conversion of the barn to proceed. 

 



Back Dane – Its History in £ 

 

Time goes by and the pound buys less and less, and property prices zoom up much 

more than the cost of living. Since Back Dane was bought at auction in October 1977 

as a burnt out shell for £5500 average UK property prices have increased by about 

16 times! Thus, in property terms the £5500 was equivalent to about £88,000 now.  

By 1985 just over £20,000 had been raised and spent on putting the roof and floors 

back together, installing toilets and getting an electricity supply. A total of about 

£26,000 including the original purchase, and labour all voluntary except the power 

line. Property inflation price linked that is about £130,000 now. Quite an 

achievement. 

A new, three bedroomed detached house in Little Eaton, Derby (my house then) cost 

£14,000 in 1977. Current value is now £275,000-£300,000. Maybe that helps put into 

perspective the commitment of those involved with Derby IVS all those years ago. 

(Derby IVS eventually became Beasley Back Dane, “The  Back Dane Trust”.) 

In 2015, before work commenced on the improvements the cottage with derelict barn 

was valued at £320,000. 

Since 2015 the property has been transformed using the legacy left by David 

Robinson. £400,000 has been spent rebuilding and extending the barn and on 

extensively upgrading the cottage and Back Dane is fit for decades into the future. 

The property was revalued at the end of 2018 at £750,000.  

For accounting purposes this figure will feature in the 2018 accounts and the sums 

spent since 2015, which were included as costs with depreciation each year, have 

been re-worked to reflect this. The figures may look slightly odd but rest assured this 

is accounting speak, we have invested wisely. I am sure David will be pleased. 

John Foxcroft Treasurer Feb 2019.    



Children’s Weekends 

 

It was very exciting to be back at Back Dane in April 2018 following the renovations 

to the cottage and we ran 6 children’s weekends during 2018.  All were very 

successful - the children all loved the cottage and being in the countryside.  We took 

up to 12 children on each weekend - depending on the needs of the children and the 

volunteers available.  We planned and adapted activities to suit the children and the 

weather for each weekend, and over the weekends we did several walks in the area 

– e.g. towards the Roaches jumping in mud and puddles, circular walk to Gradbach 

eating an ice-cream there, pyjama walks through the woods (when it wasn’t muddy!) 

and walking on the opposite side of the river and spotting Back Dane from there.  We 

also did lots of activities in and around the cottage, including Treasure Hunts, games 

in the garden, crafts, painting pictures of the cottage and decorating cakes, using the 

new activity room often with the big doors open looking at the view.  

 

In August we ran a 6 day holiday for Derby Kids’ Camp, taking 8 children from 

Cotmanhay schools.  We had great weather, although this did contribute to us 

running out of water part way through the week!  Fortunately we were able to 

rearrange activities so we were off site that day, and thanks to Wincle Brewery who 

delivered containers of water, so we were able to continue with the holiday! During 

that week we did several of our usual walks  - Gradbach for ice-cream walks through 

the forest, had trips to Chatsworth Farm and Adventure playground and went 

swimming at Buxton. We also visited the main Summer Camp to watch the 

magicians.  One of the highlights of that week was paddling in the river at Back Dane 

where the children also collected blackberries from the far bank and later made them 

into a crumble for our tea. 

 

So 2018 was a very successful year for children’s holidays providing city children 

with a break in the countryside.  All the children loved being at Back Dane, joining in 

the activities enthusiastically.  They loved the walks and the views and we had so 

many positive comments from them about the cottage and its surrounding 

countryside.  

 

Thanks to everyone (too many to mention) who helped with the holidays in many 

different ways, giving the children a wonderful break and experience in the 

countryside.  

 

Elaine Johnson and Linda Spence 



Developing Partnerships 
 

Taking groups on short holidays to Back Dane has been a major part of our endeavours 
for the best part of forty years. Mostly, these have involved groups of young people that 
we have identified through teachers, social workers and the like. These holidays continue 
to be a significant part of our activities. 
 Alongside our own holidays and our working parties at Back Dane, we continue to make 
the cottage available for hire to aligned charities and other organisations whose aims and 
objectives match our own.1  
 
More recently, we have begun to develop a slightly different approach. This has involved 
working more in partnership with these other bodies, somewhere between having them 
hire the cottage and having them nominate some of their number for us to take on a 
holiday. The premise is that these partnership organisations are being encouraged and 
supported in adding the “Back Dane Experience” to their repertoire of activities. Working 
“in partnership” with aligned bodies has the advantage of reducing our responsibilities in 
terms of data protection and safeguarding issues. 
 
Some of the first examples of this approach involved children’s homes in Derby. Rather 
than being something new, this was actually a form of partnership that had been in 
operation many years ago. (A staff member at a children’s home in Derby, who is 
currently trying to arrange a trip for some of her “charges”, was taken along as a child 
when her mother, working at Queensferry Gardens Children’s Home, took some residents 
to Back Dane.)  
 
Another recently developed partnership involved an example of the organisation being 
encouraged and supported in beginning to use the “Back Dane Experience”. The Leaving 
Care Team, in Derby works in support of young people who have been in the care of 
Derby City Council. This might have involved being in long term foster care or residence in 
a children’s home in Derby or elsewhere in the country. The available evidence would 
suggest that these are some of the most needy and vulnerable young people in our 
community. 
 
Contact was made with the Leaving Care Team and in September last year a weekend 
stay at Back Dane was organised for a group of four young people being supported by the 
Leaving Care Team. A member of that team, Helen O’Kane, came on the weekend. In the 
event, only three young people attended, the other, suffering from depression, was unable 
to participate. The young people loved Back Dane and enjoyed some of the regular 
activities. Climbing up to Hanging Stone proved just too much for one girl who was nearly 
eight months pregnant but she was proud of how far she managed to climb. The Fish 
Farm and Blaze Farm and the Ship Inn were much enjoyed, but simply “chilling” in the 
“snug” or playing monopoly were just as popular.  
After a day out, the young people were delighted to return to the cottage to find that Linda 
had prepared a wonderful “Sunday Roast” with all the trimmings. This kind of meal was 
something they had always enjoyed either in foster care or care homes but just wasn’t 
possible with their current “bed-sit” or even “sofa surfing” domestic arrangements. 
Perhaps the best comment on the trip was that it was possible to arrange to stay on for a 
third night on the Sunday.  

                                                      
1
 In the light of financial constraints on local government, the trustees have adopted a policy of treating local 

authority bodies dealing with particularly “challenged and challenging” members of the community in the same way 

as ‘aligned charities’ in terms of their access to Back Dane. 



The holiday was rounded off by visiting The Old Hall Hotel in Buxton for Afternoon Tea on 
the way home. Jean, Linda, Helen and I found the trip a particularly satisfying experience. 

At Hanging Stone –September 2018 

A second visit took place, this time funded by the Leaving Care Team with ourselves still 
providing support with running the trip. (A visit by Alison’s collie – with Alison – was one of 
the highlights.) This trip took place over the Christmas period and was attended by four 
young people who would, otherwise, have spent Christmas on their own. If anything, this 
second visit was even more successful. The Leaving Care Team is already working to 
organise a trip in the summer and a repeat of the Christmas holiday. 

For me, perhaps the most satisfying aspect of these trips has been the impact of these 
visits on some of the young people attending. They all wanted to be invited again. One of 
the young people has expressed an interest in joining our “working weekends”. (He had 
arranged to take part in a recent “working weekend” but was unable to do so as he was in 
hospital with a broken arm. He hopes to attend the next one.) Another, who attended at 
Christmas, works for Shared Lives, an organisation supporting adults with learning 
difficulties. He has persuaded his managers to begin to investigate the possibility of some 
of Shared Lives service users visiting Back Dane. 

Conversations have been had with several other potential “partners” and if things develop 
well, the next year or so will see involvement with bodies working in areas such as 
teenage mental health, refugees and asylum seekers and the recently homeless. 

Rick Davis, 
 Trustee. 

Overleaf are some handwritten notes from some of those attending (others can be found 
on the website) and an email from the leader of The Leaving Care Team.  



 

 



Dear Rick 

 
I am writing to say how much the Back Dane Charity Holidays have made a difference 
to the lives of our care leavers. 
 
I know the care leavers have written about their experiences and just what it meant to 
them already but I would like to add 
the following 
 
Back Dane is such a wonderfully located cottage situated in calm and beautiful scenery. 
The cottage has provided a much need service for our care leavers who have suffered 
traumatic childhoods and as a result have 
suffered with low self esteem , isolation, loneliness , self harm and suicidal thoughts. 
 
There is such a long and painful list of troubles faced by care leavers 
but the difference the Charity Board members make to the care leavers is beyond 
measure and I would like you to pass on our thanks for their compassion and support. 
 
Christmas is a time when suicide and self harm rates are at their highest and whilst we 
sadly can't save everyone it is of great comfort that the Back Dane Charity do all that 
they can to prevent 
isolation with our most vulnerable care leavers. 
 
The Chairperson of the Charity spent Boxing day with us along with her emotional 
support dog and was enlightened to just how much this project for 
our care leavers is not just about making sure they are not alone but looking within their 
individual strengths to help build confidence and self worth. It was a fabulous and 
memorable day for all. 
 
We look forward very much to the break planned in August for care leavers and we look 
forward to working with the charity in looking at sibling contact. Care leavers can be split 
from their brothers 
and sisters and as a result can end up in different parts of the UK. What a difference 
that would make to their lives to have that opportunity to share time together. 
 
Warm regards 
 
Helen 
 



Safeguarding 
 
As we, effectively, re-opened after the development of Back Dane, it quickly became 
clear that we needed to look again at our approach to “Safeguarding”. This refers to 
our responsibility to take appropriate action in promoting the welfare, and the 
protection from harm, of  all young people and vulnerable adults that we work with.1 
 
The Trustees have formally adopted a “Child Protection Policy” and a “Code of 
Conduct For Trustees and Volunteers Working With Children”. In developing this 
area, we have sought to use “industry standard” approaches rather than trying to 
develop our own documents. The second of these documents that we have adopted 
is based on an NSPCC template, the first on a template provided by The 
Independent Safeguarding Service.  
 
The guidelines clearly require us to have what is referred to as a “Designated 
Safeguarding Lead”. I have taken on this task. 
 
Trustees have also supported our becoming a member of The Independent 
Safeguarding Service, a social enterprise,  comprised of practitioners operating at 
the highest levels in “safeguarding.” Membership of this body provides valuable 
support in our work with young people and with vulnerable adults.  
 
Our membership of The Independent safeguarding Service gives us access to a 
wide range of courses in this area. Linda Spence, a fellow Trustee, and I have 
undertaken several of these courses. While experiencing some technical hiccups – 
the courses are provided on-line with live interaction with the course presenter – we 
feel that these courses are of a sufficiently high quality for us to be looking to 
encourage all Trustees, as well as appropriate volunteers, to undertake at least the 
introductory course to either Child Protection or Working With Vulnerable Adults. A 
good start has already been made in this direction. The ISS is also developing 
facilities that will allow us to process our own DBS checks. 
 
Rick Davis, 
Trustee. 
 
 

 

 

 

                                                      
1
 The principal pieces of legislation and government directives that guide  

 our efforts in these areas are The Children Act 2004, as amended by The Children and Social Work Act 2107, 

The Care Act 2014 and Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018. 



Back Dane - a Retrospective 

 

In December, I moved back into Back Dane Cottage, around 55 years after I moved 

out, for a few days to celebrate my birthday with family and friends. The weather was 

a mix of cool, wet and sunny, perfect to enjoy the beauty of the setting, which was 

surprising because I remembered it in black and white. None of my friends had 

known that my shadowy past included the Back Dane episode. Impressed is an 

understatement; they were blown away: by the landscape, by the building, by the 

Back Dane project.  

 

Siblings, their children and grandchildren came to visit and wander, to paddle and 

throw pebbles, eat and chatter. My mother was transfixed by the power lines 

marching down the opposite hillside. If only, she said, they had been there then, we 

may never have left. 

 

What, if anything, of the spirit of the 60s remains? For my mother it is the parlour 

with its open fire. When was it that someone nicked a fancy lintel to form the 

mantelpiece? Our main memories were of a black-leaded range that sat in the living 

room/ kitchen and was the centre of the house: heating, cooking, the kettle always 

boiling on the fire; washing hanging down and around, and of course on that fateful 

day, starting to smoulder and filling the room with smoke. Despite the next fire (what 

is it about this room?), and although the stairs have moved, the bedrooms were 

easily detected.  

 

Outside, we could imagine the ancient doors of the cart shed opening to reveal our 

father tinkering with some Heath Robinson contraption of his own devising. We 

missed the wall that used to span the bottom of the field by the river, and the 

lavatory, but the main mystery was, who took the garden and why?  

 

The walk through the woods is unchanged, as is the long wall we followed uphill 

towards school. The little gate in the Hall wall that was our short cut to Gun End was 

eerily memorable. We enjoyed the changes: the woodland enhances the setting; we 

sampled many a pint from Wincle Brewery; the hospitality at the Ship Inn is 

excellent. But the main change is the prosperity. Wincle is no longer a valley of 

subsistence farmers kow-towing to gentry who were seen on horseback, not on beer 

bottles.  

 

It was a privilege and a pleasure to be able to enjoy Back Dane with its new lease of 

life. I plan to be back in the area, to enjoy more of the wonderful technicolour 

landscape and the people I met who share a love of this place. 

 

Kate Mitchell 

March 2019 
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Back Dane Building Report 
 

An update on the Back Dane building work: 
 

• The Building Inspector requested fire seal strips around fire doors, 3 new fire 
doors upstairs and fire retardant glass in quiet room window before sign off 

• The 3rd party fire risk assessment revealed that the original electrician had put 
emergency lights and detectors in wrong place and so another company was 
called out to install additional 

• The sitting room chimney was lined and a new log burner installed 

• The turf within the fenced area was laid and survived the hot, dry summer 

• Contracts were put in place with local suppliers for things like septic tank 
emptying, chimney sweeping, PAT testing, water treatment, fire detection 
servicing 

• Stan Harrison built more wooden outdoor furniture and seating for the boot 
room 

• A local domestic cleaner was identified 

• Storage heaters were installed in the dining room and sitting room 

• Stackable chairs and tables that fold away were purchased for the activity 
room 

• Thinning of the woodland was started with help from the Peak District Park 
Ranger 

• The well ran dry in August and emergency supplies had to be sourced 

• A pump cut off switch was installed in case water levels drop in the well 

• Gates were installed into the outside recreation area and into the woodland 

• Key safes were installed to avoid mailing keys to guests 

• The fire pit and seating were re-established 

• The stair carpet was replaced 

• A new stile was added to the side of the garden 

• A heater was installed on landing 

• A plug socket was installed on the landing to enable the vacuum cleaner to be 
used 

• Movement detection sensors on landing moved to more appropriate locations 
 

 
Work outstanding 
 

• Meters to be consolidated 

• A front door rain guard to be installed 

• Rebuild the dry stone wall running from the outbuildings up to the front gate 

• Install a land drain to take excess roof water away from building  

• Build path in front of stores 

• General decorating 
 
 
Alison Weston, 1st March 2019 



Environmental Report 

Work was successfully carried out in the woodland during the November 2018 and 

January 2019 Improvement Weekends (IW). This involved thinning back and 

removing trees and branches to allow more light in and give the remaining trees 

more room to grow. ‘Scalloping’ was also undertaken along the edges of the 

woodland, to remove straight lines and create clearings in the trees, which allows for 

a greater variety of wildlife. A natural barrier was also started using felled branches, 

trees and brash, to separate the top and bottom halves of the woodland. This will 

enable us to keep half of the woodland undisturbed, as well as restricting access to 

the well and the boggy area at the bottom, while the barrier will also double up as a 

potential habitat for a variety of birds, mammals and invertebrates. Some of the trees 

and branches were also weaved between an inner and outer ring of ash trees within 

the woodland, which it is intended will be used for a storytelling area for kids 

weekends and other groups.  

Meetings and discussions have continued to be undertaken with a variety of local 

and regional wildlife and nature organisations and individuals, including the Peak 

Park Authority, a variety of ecology firms, both Cheshire and Staffordshire Wildlife 

Trusts, and local wildlife groups and individuals. This is already beginning to show 

results, for instance a Derbyshire County Council Senior Ranger has been offering 

environmental management advice and joined us working in the woodland on the 

November IW, while the Peak Park Ranger for the area joined us in the woodland (in 

the rain!) on the January IW and is returning later in the year with a group of children 

from Wincle Primary School. A local Barn Owl group has also visited and is returning 

to install a Barn Owl box in the woodland, while we have also had a Tawny Owl box 

donated to us by another individual.  

As previously reported to trustees, an application to the South West Peak’s 

Community Engagement Scheme was being compiled, and was submitted in 

January. The bid was successful and we have been approved with our application 

for match funding for up to £10,000, with our potential contribution being £5,000 and 

£5,000 of in-kind voluntary labour contributions, making a total potential project cost 

of up to £20,000. The core components of our proposal involve the development of 

the woodland including a nature trail with interpretation boards, the creation of a 

sensory garden, and a wildflower meadow. These will be supplemented by tools and 

equipment, as well as materials for children and other users to enjoy the surrounding 

natural heritage. We shall also be engaging external providers of services and 

activities, including an ecology firm to conduct a full habitat and ecological survey, 

the wildlife trusts to assist with producing a land management plan and woodland 

and grassland management training for volunteers, and I am in discussion with the 

bat advisor for Spring and Autumn Watch, who it is hoped will be able to undertake 

some bat and bioacoustics surveying involving both volunteers and children. 

Work on the project will be started officially in March 2019, and any input into the 

initial planning and preparation stage is welcomed.  

Jamie Davis 



Tuesday Club 
 
In many ways Tuesday Club is a timeless institution, with a core of regulars 
who have been coming for years and a set of occasional visitors.  Although 
we have been relying on the same activities for years, principally bingo or 
pass-the-parcel, there still seems an enthusiasm for them. I think that part of 
the reason for its continuity is the communal enjoyment that happens when 
everyone is taking part in the same thing. 
 
Tuesday Club is a lively club for adults with learning difficulties.  Activities at 
the club include playing pool, dominoes and bingo; doing jigsaws or drawing ; 
having a cup of tea and a good chat and a laugh.  Apart from the weekly club 
itself, there are occasional outings and trips, not forgetting frequent birthday 
celebrations of members at the club followed by pass-the-parcel.  The 
members do nearly everything for themselves; we merely facilitate the 
activities.  They make the tea do the bingo calling, manage the music for 
pass-the-parcel, etc. 
 
So 2018 was very much like previous years.  However one development was 
having Mick Jones coming to help each week. Mick “retired” in June and from 
then on has assisted at the club.  He is now one of the Tuesday Club family.  
 
General attendance this year has been slightly lower than previously, one 
reason being that a group from one house rarely come now, so that the 
absence of the five individuals and their two support staff makes a surprising 
difference. 
 
During the year we did our traditional outings.  Thirty or so went to the Watson 
Players pantomime in the Guildhall.  Note, sadly the 2019 pantomime was 
cancelled as the Guildhall is closed until September.  In July forty or so went 
to Bridlington for the day.  A greater number were expected but as England 
were playing in the World Cup that day, there were quite a few no-shows for 
the coach.  As with most of the summer, we had a glorious day. Thirty or so 
turned up the following Tuesday for our visit to the Oast House for  drink 
sitting outside.  Around thirty came with us to Skegness in September, which 
was a slightly disappointing number.  I asked one person, who went to 
Bridlington, why he didn’t want to go to Skegness and he said it was because 
he got too sunburnt at Bridlington.  In December around forty came to the 
Christmas dinner at the Blue Peter. 
 
Our thanks go to St Augustine’s church for accommodating us for all these 
years. 
 
Dave Evans 



Beasley Back Dane Financial Report 2019 

A simplified income and expenditure report is attached. It includes figures for 2016 

and 2017 so you can see the history of the rebuild of Back Dane made possible by 

the David Robinson legacy. The building costs total about £400,000 for both the 

derelict barn conversion and for substantial repairs to the cottage. The end product is 

excellent and very fit for purpose. Also attached is an extract from the full accounts. 

In mid 2018 Back Dane came back into use and income from bookings was £3865. 

2019 will see the implementation of a new pricing policy and it is hoped that the 

direct costs on Back Dane, plus insurance etc., will be matched by income from 

visiting groups. 

A brief note on the history of Back Dane in £’s is included earlier. 

The investment portfolio stood at £165,712 at 31 December 2018. These reserves 

are currently not earmarked for any specific purpose and will be adequate to meet 

modest expenditure on the charitie’s own activities on the Tuesday club and outings 

to Back Dane. 

All management of the charity, all volunteer support for running and maintaining 

Back Dane, all volunteer input to the Childrens’ outings and to the Tuesday club and 

most of the provision of transport is given by members freely. The accounts cannot 

reflect this! Even at the National Minimum wage the figure would probably amount to 

some £10,000’s a year. 

 

Thank you. 

John Foxcroft , Treasurer. 

  



    

Balance Dec 2018

Deposit Account 171                      

  Current Account 1,051                   

(after provisions)

Total 1,222                   -                             

   

2018 2017 2016

Income

Tax gift aid -                           1,240                    0

Donations 1,379                   0

Subscriptions 155                      272                       208

 Back Dane

        Telephone 12                         -                            -                             

       Bookings 3,865                   -                            1,543                     

 Tuesday Club

     Outings contribution 845                      796                       1,128                     

 Bank Interest 4                           -                            65                           

Sale of goods -                           1,000                    

    Total 6,260                   3,308                    2,736                     

    Expenditure 

Admin/Room hire/Web 715                      125                       223                         

Child Outings/Minibus hire 3,302                   701                       265                         

  Insurance 1,760                   1,361                    1,113                     

 Accounts/Audit 2,000                   1,740                    1,890                     

 Back Dane

     Carpets/Beds/Fittings 5,184                   4,320                    

       Telephone 390                      354                       251                         

       Electricity 3,386                   647                       1,164                     

        Rates + Water 329                      645                       255                         

     Maintenance/Sundry 3,697                   642                       1,191                     

     Volunteer Support 1,147                   

Tuesday Club

     Coach Hire/Outings 1,040                   1,000                    1,350                     

      St Augustine's hire 1,215                   1,080                    1,080                     

Back Dane Project

      Design & Planning -                           3,030                    33,781                   

      Rewire -                           687                         

      Ecology and bat survey -                           5,980                     

      Barn renovation -                           252,913                

      Cottage renovation 67,019                 84,021                  

      Land purchase -                           2,496                     

     Track joint m/ce -                           1,616                     

     Track surfacing -                           29,390                   

Total 91,184                 352,579                82,732                   

(84924) (349271) (79996)

NOTES

Investments value at 31
st
 Dec 2017 were £253,448 .  Investments value at 31st December 2018 were 

£165,712.  In 2018 £75,000 was drawn down to cover renovations.  This represented a LOSS on the 

investments of £12,736 during 2018 (GAIN of £34,996 in 2017).  Valuation at 27/02/2019  is 

£173,058, a recovery of £7,347 reducing loss since 31/12/2017 to £5,389

Beasley Back Dane 2018 Income and Expenditure

Income less expenditure

John Foxcroft, Treasurer, 18 Feb 2019

Full accounts including capitalisation of project expenditure, depreciation and property revaluation are 

subject to approval at the AGM



WORDS 
1. To provide volunteering opportunities and training in a spirit of friendship and 
understanding, without regard to race, religion, sexual orientation/identity or politics.   
 
2. To provide educational and recreational facilities for: 

• Disadvantaged children and young people 
• Those in distress including disabled children and adults 
• Those facing poverty 
• The elderly 
• Refugees 

 
3.  To apply considered ecological and environmental principles to our property, grounds 
and services in order to limit the environmental impact of our operations. 

INTO ACTION 

Web site: www.backdane.co.uk 
    
Email:  info@backdane.co.uk 
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