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BEASLEY BACK DANE 
 
        Charity Reg No 1089834 
        Company     No 4323497 
 
The Charity’s objects are: 

1. To provide volunteering opportunities and training in a spirit of friendship and 
understanding, without regard to race, religion, sexual orientation/ identity or 
politics.   

2. To provide educational and recreational facilities for: 

• Those in distress including disabled children and adults 

• Those facing poverty 

• The elderly 

• Refugees 

• Disadvantaged children and young people 

3. To apply considered ecological and environmental principles to our property, 
grounds and services in order to limit the environmental impact of our operations. 

The Trust’s activities can be split into 4 areas: 

• Trust’s Own Holidays (Partnership Holidays or Kids’ Weekends) hosted by us 

• Back Dane as a Venue for Others to Hire 

• Back Dane as a Venue for Volunteering 

• The ‘Tuesday Club’ 

The Back Dane booking sub-committee give priority to the Trust’s Own Holidays. 

A short description and status of each is included below: 

• Back Dane as a Venue for Trust’s Own Holidays.  Trustees host Derby inner city 
children at Back Dane, see Kids’ Weekend report.  Some visiting charities and good 
causes are hosted by one or more of our Trustees who provides them with bedding 
and helps them settle in and get to know the area. 

• Back Dane as a Venue for Others to Hire.  Visiting charities and good causes eg 
young carers, Cheshire East Council Duke of Edinburgh for special educational 
needs, children with learning difficulties.  

• Back Dane as a Venue for Volunteering.  There are monthly volunteer improvement 
weekends to maintain and improve the Back Dane building and grounds.  See 
Volunteering report. 

• The ‘Tuesday Club’.  The Trust runs a club for adults with learning difficulties at St 
Augustine’s Church in Derby.  This is led by Dave Evans and Mick Jones (both 
Trustees).  Apart from the weekly club itself, there are occasional outings and trips.  
See separate report. 

 
 
 
 

Alison Weston, Chair 



  

 Beasley Back Dane 
 
 Trustees 2020 

 
Alison Weston from Feb 2018 Chair     
Dave Evans from Jan 2018 Secretary/ Tuesday Club  
John Foxcroft from Jan 2018 Treasurer (sadly passed away April 2nd) 
Wendy Pool  from July 2020 Treasurer    
Dave Cordon from Mar 2019 Bookings Co-ordinator  
Rick Davis from Mar 2019 Partnership Holiday Organiser   
Linda Spence from Mar 2020 Trust’s Own Holiday Organiser   
Jean Davis from Jan 2018 
Jamie Davis from Mar 2020  
Stan Harrison from Jan 2018  
Jonathon Abbott from Jan 2018  
Mick Jones from Jan 2018 
Phillipa Joyce from Mar 2019 
John Anfield to Mar 2020 
Robert Jackson to Mar 2020 
 
 
There can be a maximum of 14 trustees and a minimum of 7. 
 
All trustees have a three year period of office, thereafter they require re-appointment. 
 
 

 Regular events 
 
Trust’s Own Holidays 
   Volunteers host inner city children at Back Dane and help other good 
causes stay at Back Dane (eg by provision of manpower and other resources) 
 
Improvement Weekends at Back Dane.   
   Volunteering weekends to maintain the cottage and the grounds.   
 
Tuesday Club  
   A lively club for adults with learning difficulties. 
 
 
 

 For more information 
 
Web site:  www.backdane.co.uk 
    
Email:   info@backdane.co.uk  
 
Bookings:   backdane@gmail.com  
 



List of Back Dane Trust Sub-committees 

Bookings sub-committee: 

- Dave Cordon (lead) 

- Rick Davis 

- Jamie Davis 

 

Environment sub-committee: 

- Jamie Davis (lead) 

- Jonathan Abbott 

- Alison Weston 

- Paul Finn 

 

Volunteering sub-committee (incl. Tuesday Club):  

- Rick Davis (lead) 

- Jonathan Abbott 

- Dave Cordon 

- Jamie Davis 

- Dave Evans 

- Mick Jones 

Trust’s Own Holidays & Partnership Holiday sub-

committee:  

- Rick Davis (lead) 

- Linda Spence 

- Elaine Johnson 

- Jonathan Abbott 

- Mick Jones 

 

Strategic planning sub-committee: 

- Alison Weston (lead) 

- Jamie Davis 

- Jonathan Abbott 

- Dave Evans 

Safeguarding sub-committee: 

- Rick Davis (lead) 

- Linda Spence 

- Mick Jones 

- Dave Evans 

 

GDPR sub-committee:  

- Pippa Joyce (lead) 

- Dave Cordon 

- Rick Davis 

- Dave Evans 

Finance sub-committee: 

- Wendy Pool (lead) 

- Dave Evans 

- Alison Weston 

- Jonathan Abbott 

- Rick Davis 

- Dave Cordon 

 

Marketing & Communications sub-committee: 

- Alison Weston (lead) 

- Pippa Joyce 

- Jamie Davis 

- Rick Davis 

Roll of Honour sub-committee:  

- Dave Evans (lead)  

- Jamie Davis 

- Dave Cordon 

- Jean Davis 

 

Back Dane Maintenance sub-committee: 

Dave Cordon (lead) 

Alison Weston 

Stan Harrison 

Jonathan Abbott 

Archive sub-Committee:  

Dave Evans (lead) 

Dave Cordon 

Stan Harrison 

Jamie Davis 

 

  

 



Chair’s Report 2020 
 

Well what a year 2020 was!  Having felt so upbeat about Back Dane’s new offerings 
and facilities in 2019 none of us could have predicted that Back Dane would be 
closed for much of the year.   

The year started very sadly with the loss of our dear friend and colleague, John 
Foxcroft.  John was an inspiration to me and contributed so much to the Back Dane 
Trust over the years.  There is a tribute to John included within this Annual Report.     

I meet, albeit virtually, with a number of charities across Staffordshire and Cheshire 
and I’m hearing that many are struggling to stay afloat as a result of this pandemic.  
Here at the Back Dane Trust we are very fortunate to have willing volunteers rather 
than paid staff, so we’ve not had to worry about the financial issues around staffing. 

Despite the challenges of getting people on site there were some exciting 
developments in 2020.  The new bore hole was commissioned  and we now have a 
plentiful supply of fresh water extracted from deep below Back Dane’s land.   The 
sensory garden was finished in May with help from local  volunteers who planted  
over 200 flowering perennials, ornamental grasses and shrubs. Inside the house a 
new wood burning stove was installed in the dining room, the back kitchen wall was 
dry-lined to help with insulation, and floor to ceiling curtains were added to the 
activity room. 

In June we welcomed our new Treasurer, Wendy Pool, who has put in place new 
systems for tracking expenditure and developing financial forecasts for the charity.  

We were again blessed with many generous donations and Government grants that 
enabled us to keep the building operational without dipping into our investments. We 
were also supported by two external consultants who gave their time for free to help 
us with our strategy and marketing.  

It’s been frustrating knowing that there have been  so many children and families 
who missed out on ‘the Back Dane experience’ during 2020 and we are hopeful that 
2021 will enable groups once again to enjoy a respite break.  

The challenge for us now is to capitalise on the goodwill we have witnessed 
throughout this crisis.  We have seen that working together and sharing resources, 
even in these difficult times, has developed a sense of community  which will provide 
us with a good platform to take forward our future activities..  

Let’s hope 2021 is a better year for all of us. 

 

 

Alison Weston 
31st January 2021 



Treasurer’s Report 2020 

Financial Review 

Achievement and performance 

Use of Back Dane in 2020 was extremely limited due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the various 

lockdowns.  A small number of family groups made use of the building, they came via the Burntwood 

& Lichfield Autism Support Together group and City of Sanctuary UK.  We were able to continue to 

improve the facilities throughout the year with a sensory garden being constructed and planted. 

 Bedrooms were made more homely by the addition of feature walls and floor to ceiling curtains 

were added to the activity room. 

Financial position 

Use of investment reserves was not required in 2020; any funded developments and ongoing 

activities were covered by cash reserves, grants and donations. The reserves are adequate to deal 

with any downturn in income due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The medium-term objective is to 

attract a higher level of grants, donations and letting income to ensure operating costs are fully 

recovered. 

Bookings 

The income from paid bookings in 2020 arose from deposits which will be deferred until 2021, when 

we hope that Back Dane will return to normal operations.  

Grants  

The final tranche of the South West Peak grant of £3,164 was received against £4,747 project cost 

expenditure. A £344 grant from Alpkit enabled the purchase of water butts and compost bins; the 

Shell grant of £350 was used to offset the cost of the new curtains in the activity room. Income also 

included £12,883 Government grants resulting from lockdowns and tiers 3 and 4 closures due to the 

Covid-19 pandemic.  

Donations 

Generous income from donations was received by Back Dane; nearly half of the donations (£1,545) 

were made in memory of John Foxcroft and other donations added £965. A charity Christmas card 

circulated amongst the residents of Hognaston yielded an additional sum of £1,008 in recognition of 

John’s achievements with Back Dane. A proportion of donations attracted a further £322 in Gift Aid. 

Reserves 

As at 31 December 2020, our reserves in CCLA funds were £153,103, a net increase of £13,648, 

following a turbulent year within the investment markets. 

Borehole 

Final expenditure on the borehole installation in 2020 amounted to £4,814. 

Sensory Garden 

The sensory garden was completed with expenditure in 2020 of £1,583. 

Wendy Pool 

08 March 2020 



Secretary’s Report 
 

2019 ended with a general feeling of optimism and euphoria, with many initiatives in 
progress.  Plans and ambitions were in hand for developing the newer initiative of 

partnership holidays, continuing the long tradition of providing holiday breaks for 

children, expanding the volunteer base, etc.  So the year began with our activities at 
the normal low level during winter.  There were some bookings and there are entries 

in the visitors book included in this report, but as spring arrived so did Covid. Thus 
began a period of disappointment and frustration, where cancelled, suspended and 

postponed became the most oft used words.  Tuesday Club had its last session on 

March 17
th
.  The AGM was cancelled. 

 

But that was overshadowed by the sudden death on April 2
nd

 of John Foxcroft, who 
was treasurer at the time, previously had been chairman for decades and was the 

architect of all that we have and do.  There were many tributes to John, and a 

selection of those from people involved with our charity, Back Dane or Derby IVS 
together with our Facebook tribute are included in this report.  Plans are in hand to 

create a plaque in the stonework of Back Dane to commemorate him.. Our thoughts 
are with his family and particularly for his wife Margaret who has advanced dementia, 

which under lockdown will have deteriorated further in the unavoidable absence of 

the mental stimulus of regular visits by family and friends.  Our best wishes also to 
one of the tribute contributors, Keith Jones, who is recovering from a broken hip. 

 
More sadness in April with the news of the death of Veronica Jackson.  Veronica had 

been one of the first members of Derby IVS and leader of Tuesday Club for many 

years.  There is a tribute to her in this report. 
 

Although many of the activities came to a halt, nature kept growing at Back Dane and 
the building needed maintaining, so we are grateful for the regular volunteers who 

were able to visit and the local community who helped to tend the grounds and 

sensory garden. 
 

Not everything stopped.  The chair’s report lists the many things that did happen. 
 

A few partnership holidays took place, but regrettably no children’s holidays.  There 

are articles in this report relating to both.  
 

The opportunity was taken to focus on some back office stuff, so work continued on 
policies and procedures.  Serious thought was given to a 5 year plan and strategy, 

which is still in development. 

 
In July we welcomed Wendy Pool onto the board as our new treasurer. 

 
We all look forward to the lifting of restrictions, although there may still be 

limitations for some time.  There will be further challenges in endeavouring to resume 
our activities while conforming to whatever limitations do remain. 

 

Dave Evans 



2020 Back Dane Usage 
 

Back Dane was only in use for 55 days in 2020.  The highest usage was for volunteering 
followed by ‘Partnership Holidays’ (ie holidays where we work with groups to enable them 
to use Back Dane). 
 

 
 
 
The Partnership holidays were through The Burntwood and Lichfield Autism Support 
Together group and the City of Sanctuary UK organisation. 
 
 
 

 

Nights Occupied

Volunteering by others (eg PPCV, Gorillaz) Own Volunteering (eg IW)

3rd Party Maintenance Training (H&S)

Partnership Holidays Empty

Breakdown of 55 Days' Usage

Volunteering by others (eg PPCV, Gorillaz)

Own Volunteering (eg IW)

3rd Party Maintenance

Training (H&S)

Partnership Holidays



Back Dane Bookings 2020 
 
As we are all fully aware 2020 was no ordinary year and the pandemic has of course 
had a massive impact on operations at Back Dane. However we have managed to fit 
a few things in despite the lockdowns. In January we had volunteers from Go-Rillaz 
refugee group helping with the sensory garden and with a lot of work from our own 
team of volunteers the garden was completed. Regular improving weekends 
happened sporadically until May and a lot of tasks were undertaken. BLAST and City 
of Sanctuary managed a visit in July by us creating a 72 hour gap between visitors. 
Currently we are unable to stay at Back Dane but some outdoor work on the Back 
Dane Forest has been undertaken and Alison has kept things ticking along ready for 
some point this year when we can start operating again. The 2021 calendar has 
provisional bookings for all months up to September so if restrictions are lifted by the 
government we have plenty to do. Let us all look forward to a brighter 2021 
 
Dave Cordon 
 
Back Dane Bookings 
 
 
 
 

Back Dane Building Report 2020 
 

An update on the Back Dane building work for 2020: 
 

• The new bore hole was commissioned and a water treatment system installed in 
management workshop 

• Transfers were added to the walls in the bedrooms to make the rooms more homely 

• Wood burner added in dining room (donation from local resident) 

• Shelving installed in immersion heater room 

• Tidying behind outside stores and installation of a gate 

• Outdoor furniture was treated with wood preservative 
• Thinning of the woodland continued, following guidance from the Peak Park Ranger 

• More seeds were sown in the wildflower meadow 

• Bird boxes erected eg tawny owl box  

• Rubbing plaques installed around the Back Dane land 
• A bucket swing with harness was installed (to replace tyre), enabling the very young 

and disabled to safety use the swing 

• New washing machine installed 
• Curtains added to large activity room 

 
 
Work outstanding: 
 

• Planting of new saplings in woodland and management of ash in woodland 

• General decorating to ensure all walls in building can be wiped down 

• Repair of dry stone walling 

• General maintenance activitiies 
 

Alison Weston, 20th January 2020 



Back Dane Kids Holiday Report 2020 
 
It has been a difficult year and sadly we have not been able to run any children's holidays. 

We had, at the start of last year a wonderful group of helpers from Nike who went to Back Dane for 
a weekend and did jobs such as sharpening all the pencils, sorting the board games, tidying and 

cleaning to prepare for our holidays, sadly none could be run. 

The Nike volunteers and a group of old Back Daner’s and I.V.S. members however are standing in 
the wings ready to come in and prepare the cottage for children's holidays as soon as they can start 

running again. 
Lockdown and Covid restrictions has been such a difficult time for many of the children and 

families who benefit from our holidays. The children's weekend volunteers have kept in touch with 

them over the year with phone calls, messages of support, birthday cards and, at Christmas, sent 
party food and gifts (with complements from Back Dane) to some of our children most in need of a 

little 'Christmas cheer'  
We are looking forward to running holidays for our inner city children etc again ASAP 

 

Elaine, Sarah, Linda, and the rest of the children's weekend volunteers. 
 

Partnership Holidays 

 

In the light of the sadness and pain that the Covid-19 virus has brought across the country, 
bemoaning its effect on our activities will inevitably seem petty. Nevertheless, the need to curtail 

our holidays organised “in partnership” with other organisations was made the more disappointing 
by the virus. In those early weeks, 2020 had looked particularly promising. Building on the start 

made in the previous years, there were a pleasing number of groups planning to return or to come 

for the first time. 
Contact has been maintained with existing and potential visiting groups during the periods of 

“lockdown” and other restrictions. The bookings already “pencilled-in” for 2021, together with the 
aspirations of some enthusiastic groups who are not yet able to even go so far as to look at dates, 

suggest that a healthy programme of partnership holidays will begin as soon as restrictions are 

lifted. 
In the event, only a small numbers of partnership visits were possible. The first was a group of four 

from Grimsby. All were refugees and were doctors involved in a programme to provide them with 
the training to allow them to work in the NHS. We have since heard that they have all been 

working, in support capacities, in the fight against the virus. 

As you might imagine, they were an interesting group to spend time with. All four had previously 
qualified as doctors in Russian language countries. The three of us – Mick, Richard and myself – 

found the experience a deeply rewarding one. This was not just, in the interest of helping their 
language development, because we all had private consultation on our own aches and pains. The 

Lincoln Refugee Doctors Programme has been expanding and visits to Back Dane this year are 

already in the pipeline. 
When HMG restrictions reduced the possibility for multiple households to visit, we did arrange a 

few trips within these guidelines. Two refugee families were able to visit even though they were 
unfamiliar with the cottage and its isolated position.  This was made possible by Kate Mitchell 

spending the visit living in her campervan parked in the car park. With Kate’s support, these 
holidays were very productive. One family were able to make a return visit on their own. 

The BLAST group (supporting families with children with autism), who have made several visits 

before, had a stay were two families were able to attend – they were in pre-existing “bubbles”. I was 
pleased to see how well the trips worked with the small numbers involved – so different from the 

usual vibrancy of a BLAST visit.    
 

Rick Davis. 



 



 
 

 



 
 
 



Back Dane Environment Report 2020 

Much of the work on the environment around Back Dane during 2020 has been focused on 

maintaining and enhancing the work completed as part of the South West Peak bid the previous 

year. Unfortunately given the events of 2020, very few people have yet had a chance to appreciate 

and enjoy the developments in our woodland and the creation of our wildflower meadow and 

sensory garden, although we hope this will change as 2021 proceeds.  

                  

Some of our local volunteers have assisted with maintaining the sensory garden, as well as helping 

with other environmental tasks, including monitoring the inhabitants of the Barn Owl box put up last 

year. We are especially grateful for this assistance from local volunteers, particularly given that so 

few Improvements Weekends have been able to take place during 2020.  

The Barn Owl box in particular appears to have been successful, with recent evidence of the box 

being used to rear young Barn Owls. The wildlife around Back Dane has been busy the last year, even 

if the cottage itself hasn’t. Pied Flycatchers returned to nest again this summer with success, and our 

woodland wildlife cameras have been picking up regular visits by badgers, foxes, buzzards and red 

deer. We are especially grateful to the local Peak District National Park ranger, Martin Winder, who 

originally put up the boxes that the Pied Flycatchers returned to this summer, and who has assisted 

with monitoring and maintaining them.  

  

We are also very grateful to Paul Finn, a Derbyshire Countryside Service ranger who has been 

helping us in the woodland for the last few years, and has recently joined our Environment Sub-

committee. He is helping us monitor the unfortunate progress of Ash Dieback. An estimated 80-90% 

of the UK’s Ash trees could be lost to the disease, and we are therefore trying to take a proactive 

approach with the regards to the Ash in our woodland. Our main focus at Back Dane will be to work 

on the accessible part of the upper woodland where we have a nature trail and story-telling circle; 

our woodland management has to reflect the increased risk and potential for hazards resulting from 



Ash afflicted with the disease.  We plan to do the absolute minimum on our ash trees in the lower 

woodland area (that is not open to visitors).    

Our intention is to encourage diversification in terms of structure and species mix to eventually 

become a sustainable and viable woodland ecosystem. To achieve this, we will over many years use 

established best practise in selective thinning, planting the right trees, shrubs and woodland flowers, 

and, most importantly, encouraging natural regeneration.  Dealing with the Ash Dieback issue is part 

of this process. As the process continues, the woodland will be improved not only for biodiversity, 

but also for the client groups who visit Back Dane, and for the people who volunteer with us. The 

plan is only in its second year, but progress is clear from the increased range of wildlife already using 

the woodland. Our intention is that this project will become an exemplar, so that the message of 

habitat management for people and wildlife is carried further, and, of course, so that Back Dane 

becomes known for the special place it is and the unique facilities it offers.  

                 

We have also recently had some Wild Cherry, Hawthorn, Hazel, Aspen and Rowan trees donated to 

us by Cheshire Wildlife Trust. These will be used both to replace some of the Ash trees removed or 

coppiced due to Dieback, as well as the creation of some hedging along some of our woodland 

boundaries. This will increase opportunities for outdoor learning, as well as creating and enhancing 

important habitats, hopefully further improving biodiversity around Back Dane.  

There are a whole variety of opportunities for any volunteers interested in getting involved in 

outdoor work in the environment around Back Dane, from planting trees and woodland 

management, to habitat creation, wildlife monitoring and restoring dry stone walls. If you are 

interested please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

Jamie  

 



Tuesday Club 
 

For many people 2020 was a mix of disappointment, frustration and sadness.  So it 
was with Tuesday Club.  The year began with the repeated disappointment of missing 

out on a pantomime visit due to the prolonged closure of Derby Guildhall.  No other 

available venue is suitable as it needs to be readily accessible by public transport and 
familiar to everyone.  The following few weeks were normal, then came Covid.  Our 

last club night was on March 17
th
 and that was with a much depleted turnout due to 

Covid worries.  We held one that night in order to tidy up in preparation for a long 

absence, but we didn’t expect it to be such a long absence.  At the end of 2020 we still 

don’t know when we might resume.  Technically we could have resumed in the late 
summer, but most of the regulars would have stayed away due to fears for themselves 

or their family members.   
 

Shortly after closing came the sad news that John Foxcroft had passed away.  John 

had been instrumental in creating Tuesday club in January 1967 and had been a strong 
supporter ever since.  Then within a couple of weeks came the further sad news that 

Veronica Jackson had passed away.  As Veronica Hind she too had helped set up 
Tuesday Club and had been its leader in its early years.  

 

A couple of weeks later, more sad news with the closure of Derby Minibus Company 
following the death of its owner Dave Mansfield.  They had provided the coaches for 

our seaside trips since 2012 and Dave and his son (also Dave) had been the drivers on 
a number of occasions.  I had come to know Dave quite well through booking and 

planning the trips and ensuring that the coach could accommodate all our 

ironmongery of a mobility scooter (requiring ramps), wheelchairs and walking aids.  
They were always understanding and helpful.  If it becomes feasible to do trips again, 

we will have to find another company and we will be very fortunate if that company is 
as flexible and amenable as Derby Minibus Company were.   

 

If that wasn’t enough, a couple of months later came more sad news.  At our previous 
Christmas dinner, one of those present was Hayden Marshall, but a few days later he 

went missing, feared drowned in the December floods.  Sadly, in July his body was 
found in the river.  He had just turned 28 when he disappeared.  Our thoughts are with 

his family. 

 
So there was not only the disappointment of cancelling the club, but also the seaside 

trips, which for some are their only opportunity to leave Derby; as well as missing out 
on celebrating the member’s birthdays and Christmas dinner at The Blue Peter. 

 

I have kept in touch with many members of the club and their families over the year 
and they are not only feeling fed up, but a number are struggling as they already had 

mental health issues. 
 

My thanks to Mick Jones for his invaluable assistance at the club. 
 

Our thanks too to St Augustine’s Church for providing premises for the Tuesday Club 

for the last 30 years, and particularly Sonia Robinson and Paulette, for their help and 
co-operation with the Tuesday Club 

 
Dave Evans  



Back Dane HSSE Report 2020 
 

 

This report summarises activities undertaken by The Back Dane Trust around Health, 
Safety, Security and Environment at Back Dane Cottage. 
 
Health 
 

- A bore hole was installed to replace the well and a completely new water treatment 
plant was installed in the management workshop. 

- A dehumidifier was purchased to remove condensation from sitting room 
 

Fire Protection 
 

- Fire risk assessment conducted 6-monthly. 

- Fire extinguisher servicing annually by Chase Fire 

- Fire service review of building by Gradbach Scout Camp leader 

- Fire protection training course run for volunteers 

- Wood burners: 

- Protective cages surround 

- Temperature gauges added 

- Chimneys swept annually with appropriate certificate provided 

- PAT testing performed annually 

Safety 
 

- First aid kit checked monthly during Improvement Weekends 

- Other emergency equipment checked monthly eg extinguishers, emergency lights 
and alarms 

- First aid training course run for volunteers  

- Defibrillator (AED) checked quarterly 

- Building risk assessment reviewed six monthly 

- Emergency box installed by gate to provide essentials in case of fire 

Environment 

 
- Two new water butts installed in 2020 to minimise treated water use 

- Compost bins installed  

- Recycling encouraged – separate bins in kitchen 

- 100% green energy company used for electricity 

 

 
 
Alison Weston, 20th January 2021 



John Foxcroft 

Announcement on Facebook 

 

I’m very sad to announce that John Foxcroft, the Back Dane 

Treasurer, passed away on 2
rd

 April following a severe 

brain haemorrhage.   John established The Beasley Back 

Dane Trust in 1990 and chaired it from 1990 until 2018.   

 

He arrived in Derby as a graduate at Rolls Royce in the mid 

60s and together with colleagues set up a local volunteer 

group affiliated to an international organisation.  This grew 

rapidly and undertook many activities, including gardening 

and decorating for the elderly and disabled, weekly visits to 

children’s homes; a club for Mencap and occasional 

weekend trips for disadvantaged children. 

 

John chaired the group and masterminded many developments, including the acquisition of 

headquarters for the group; the award of an innovative five year Urban Aid Grant whereby a 

fulltime person visited schools and organised volunteer activities for pupils.  

 

His next endeavour was to raise funds and subsequently purchase a burnt out Peak District 

cottage for the group at auction in 1977, namely Back Dane.  He did this because he 

recognised the need for a facility for inner city children to get away to the countryside, and 

the building offered a wonderful experience far away from city life.  John and other 

volunteers restored the building purely with voluntary effort. 

 

During this time he was elected as a Derby councillor and sat on the Social Services 

committee.  He was also a magistrate. 

 

Throughout the 1980s and 1990s John initiated activities to raise funds to improve and 

maintain the building.  Volunteering working weekends were held monthly to rebuild the 

building and over the years hundreds of disadvantaged groups have visited.   

 

Throughout this time John faced many challenges at home including close family illness and 

business downturn but despite this his tenacity and focus kept Beasley Back Dane moving 

forward.  In the last few years a legacy was received enabling extensive refurbishment of 

the cottage and John showed real leadership in getting the project delivered. 

 

Without John those who have visited Back Dane as children and now return as adults would 

never have had the chance to have amazing experiences like dark sky, wildlife encounters 

and being in an environment far away from distractions of the 21
st

 century. 

 

John was a unique, caring, driven individual and one who, for over fifty years, doggedly 

pushed voluntary activity forward and helped so many as a result.  We will all miss him. 

 

Our thoughts are with his wife, Margaret and his family. 



JOHN FOXCROFT 
 

When his daughter, Nicola, called to tell us that John had passed away, it was an indescribable 
shock. I had known John for almost 50 years and we have worked together for Derby IVS and 

latterly Beasley Back Dane for all of that time. Even earlier that week I had spoken to him and 
although his voice was slightly slurred, he was talking quite enthusiastically of BBD matters.  In 

fact I missed that initial call and called him straight back, then a few days later realised that he 

had left a message on the phone, which I have listened to several times since.  I captured it as a 
reminder of him.   

 
The blood clot that he suffered the week previously, but recovered from spectacularly, or so we 

thought, should perhaps have made the shock less dramatic, but the suddenness of one day being 

almost his normal self and then a couple of days later passing away makes it much harder to come 
to terms with.  I still feel an urge to ring him up and discuss something or other with him and will 

for a long time to come. 
 

John had an exceptional combination of qualities.  He had vision, energy, commitment and 

incredible ability.  This enabled him to achieve an enormous amount.  There seemed nothing that 
he couldn’t do.  He understood people and he was equally capable with complex technical theory 

and practical hands-on stuff.  In the half century that he captained IVS and BBD he took us all on 
an incredible journey while we just went with it by riding on his coat tails.  He masterminded a 

succession of initiatives starting with creating Derby IVS; providing a platform for it to rapidly 

expand its volunteers and activities; buying a headquarters (33, Richmond Rd); buying the burnt 
out Back Dane; restoring Back Dane; buying 1 Co-operative St; selling it; creating the charity 

BBD; negotiating the transfer from national IVS; negotiating the freehold of Back Dane; making 
BBD more professional including setting up a board of trustees; planning the major development 

of Back Dane from Dave Robinson’s legacy and overseeing its implementation.  Who knows 

what else he might have gone onto do.  One of his final initiatives was to set up a Roll of Honour, 
whereby we would recognise exceptional individual contributions to Derby IVS and BBD by 

awards of certificates and a permanent reminder at Back Dane.  An initial list of people was 
drawn up and on that last conversation with him, he mentioned that he had plans for a phase two 

of the awards, but was keeping it to himself for the time being.  We will now never know what 

that was.  However he has now gone straight to the top of that list.   
 

And this was just one of his many spheres of activity. 
 

Dave Evans 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 
We met John through our involvement with Back Dane and IVS. He always impressed us because 

of his warm and friendly manner and because of his commitment to the Back Dane project. He 
and David Robinson worked very well together and their dedication and hard work meant that the 

cottage benefited so many people over many years. We will miss John but we will often think of 

him when we visit the cottage.  
 

Keith and Sue Jones: 
29/04/2020 

 



JOHN FOXCROFT 
 

An inspiration and friend for over 46 years to me, more than 40 to Maureen and, in 
recent years, a fellow gardening enthusiast for her.  

 

John's enthusiasm for, and curiosity about, life seemed boundless, as was his love for 
his family. 

 
His contribution to the regional business community was multifaceted, whilst that to 

voluntary work in the area, especially in regard to Back Dane cottage, will leave a 

long lasting legacy for the benefit and enjoyment of innumerable people in the years 
to come. 

 
It has been a privilege to share just a small part of the journey through the life of such 

an extraordinary and brilliant person, and the sudden end of that journey is a great loss 

for all who, like us, were fortunate to have known him. 
 

Graham & Maureen Kirkham 
22/04/2020 

 

 
 

 
Although never a Derby resident, ever since serving on IVS National Committee in 

the late 1970s, I have been aware of John’s powerful contribution to the local IVS 

voluntary group and hence the social fabric of the City. IVS Derby Local Group was 
recognised nationally as one of the strongest in the country and John Foxcroft was a 

pre-eminent name in the Group.  
 

I got to know John more closely with my involvement with Back Dane in the 80s and 

it was always a pleasure to meet him, with his cheery greeting, friendly presence and 
great good humour. Yet alongside the bonhomie was a shrewd business sense which 

helped to ensure Back Dane finances didn’t wobble too far off track. Following Dave 
Robinson’s generous legacy to Back Dane, John’s major role in negotiating the 

transfer of the title deeds of the property from IVS and then strengthening the trustee 

structure of Beasley Back Dane, whilst keeping a close eye on finance, is evidenced 
by the magnificent improved Back Dane that stands proud and secure today. 

 
But my view of John was blinkered! His work for IVS and Beasley Back Dane was 

huge and accompanied in later years by an ever increasing role of caring for Margaret, 

yet only now, having read his obituary, do I realise it was just one small part of a 
range of projects and causes than John worked for in and around Derby. His modesty 

concealed this. 
 

I salute you John for all your achievements. You will be much missed. 
Michael Willmot: 

22/04/2020 

 
 



Veronica Jackson (née Hind) 
 

Veronica joined Derby IVS over 50 years ago and in January 1967 was one of the 
founders of Tuesday Club becoming its leader for over 15 years.  She was a regular 

volunteer in many of the Derby IVS activities such as decorating and gardening for 

the elderly and disabled.   
 

During the late 1960’s and 1970’s, vacant shops were used for occasional periods for 
fundraising by selling “nearly new” goods.  Veronica was instrumental in appealing 

for goods and running these. 

 
Veronica was a lecturer in textiles at Derby college and in 1978 was given the 

opportunity to participate in an exchange scheme with a college in Australia for 12 
months.  It was an offer she couldn’t refuse and for that year our loss was Australia’s 

gain. 

 
On her return she resumed as Tuesday Club leader (myself and Maureen Martin -later 

Kirkham - having temporarily run it).  In 1980 Derby IVS purchased the rambling ex 
Co-op shop at 1 Co-operative Street and to help funds, part of it was let out.  Veronica 

acted as “landlady” to the succession of tenants. 

 
When Back Dane was being rebuilt from a burnt out shell, Veronica spent many 

weekends assisting. Around this time she attended a woodworking evening class and 
as part of that class made the two dining tables that are still in regular use at Back 

Dane. 

 
In 1984 Veronica diverted her energies from Derby IVS to Oxfam to assist those 

overseas, but we kept in touch and she continued to come to our social events. 
 

Veronica was an ardent bridge player and in the course of this she met Albert Jackson.  

Sadly Albert’s first wife, Renee, died and Veronica and Albert first became bridge 
partners and later full partners eventually marrying. Sadly Albert died in 2012 and by 

this time Veronica was showing signs of dementia, which she had anticipated as 
several of her family had succumbed to it.  Within a year or two she was in a home 

and continued to deteriorate, sadly passing away on April 16
th

 2020 aged 81. 

 
Those who knew her will not forget her kindness, generosity, cheerfulness and that 

Leeds accent. 
 

Dave Evans 





The Sensory Garden – planted 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Back Dane Photo Montage  
 

 

 

 

 


