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Newsletter – March 2022

[image: ]Welcome to the 13th Quarterly Back Dane Trust Newsletter.[footnoteRef:1] Read on below for some very exciting news about our partnership with Moorcroft Pottery, a recent successful funding application, as well as our upcoming AGM and how to renew your membership subscription.  [1:  This newsletter (and other news) is published at http://backdane.co.uk/news.html] 

Although things are continuing to get back to normal, Back Dane has been a bit quieter during winter. However, a few Working Weekends have taken place, seasonal work has been undertaken in the Back Dane woodland, a handful of groups have been able to visit, and the Tuesday Club continues to meet in Derby each week. 

[image: Moorcroft - Transforming the applied art since 1897]

INTRODUCING THE MOORCROFT ART POTTERY

BACK DANE COLLECTION

[image: ]Last year, we were intrigued to be contacted by Moorcroft Pottery, with an offer to explore the potential for designing a collection of art pottery with a Back Dane theme. An independent pottery based in Burslem, Moorcroft has been famous for over a century, enjoying a worldwide reputation for its art pottery, using heritage craft techniques and a talented team of designers.
During the summer, we met with the Moorcroft designers to show them around Back Dane. While talking about the Trust’s values and how we work, we toured the woodland, meadow, and riverside setting, introducing the diverse natural habitat with its native species of flora and fauna. Wildflowers tinted the meadows and flowed over drystone walls; and the river tumbled alongside the cliff, creating a backdrop for the steep, wooded Clough valley and beyond, the purple tip of Shutlingsloe. A pair of pied flycatchers greeted us. 
It is our pleasure to announce the launch of the Moorcroft Pottery Back Dane Trust Collection. We think members and friends, and anyone living in the Dane Valley area, will agree that the pieces created by the designers have captured the very essence of Back Dane and the natural beauty of its setting. These items are now on sale via the Moorcroft Pottery website. The Trust will receive a percentage of all sales as donations, giving us not only the delight of seeing beautiful art inspired by the Trust and its setting, but also income to further the Trust’s work.
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For more photographs, to learn how each designer was personally inspired to create her artwork, and to find out how to purchase any pieces, please see the website: www.moorcroft.com/c1/spring_cat22/c2401 
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Funding from the South West Peak Landscape Partnership and National Lottery Heritage Fund
We are very pleased to have successfully applied to receive match-funding to obtain items intended to conserve and enhance the natural heritage around Back Dane, and to enable our users to learn about and enjoy the nature and wildlife of the South West Peak District. We have purchased woodland ground flora, wetland and meadow wildflower seeds, wildlife rubbing plaques, mud kitchen equipment, and laminated wildlife educational guides as part of the project, produced with support from the National Lottery Heritage Fund through the South West Peak Landscape Partnership. Photos of some of the items are below.
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AGM and Membership Subscriptions
The date of the Beasley Back Dane AGM 2022 is Saturday 2nd April.
After awaiting Covid developments and canvassing opinion, we have decided to hold a traditional AGM where we can meet together.  The cancelled 2020 one was going to be in Derby so we have arranged that this one will be too.
The venue will be The Mundy Arms, Ashbourne Road, Derby, DE22 4LZ.
Members may arrive from 12.00, with a buffet served at 12.30 and the AGM proceedings being from 13.00.
Please let Dave Evans (Secretary - tinandave48@gmail.com) know if you are intending to come and also if you wish to partake of the buffet, for which voluntary contributions towards its cost will be invited. Could you please reply by 18th March.
May we insist that before coming, everyone carries out a lateral flow test that gives a negative result.
Relevant document details will be sent out to those members nearer the time together with a link to the Annual Report which will be available by then. A number of trustees will have come to the end of their period of office, so the AGM will include the appointment/re-appointment of trustees. If the situation arises that there are more applicants than positions, then an email election by those members will be held a few days prior to the AGM with the result announced at the AGM.
For latest news see https://backdane.co.uk/news.html 
Membership subscriptions for 2022 are now due, the annual membership fee continues to be £5 per person. Please complete the form available here: membership application
If you felt able to give a further donation, and were willing to have it ‘gift aided’ so that we can claim an additional 25% from the government, the form can be found here: gift aid declaration

Partnership Holidays & Kids Weekends
There has been just the one Partnership Holiday this winter, with East Lindsey Area of Sanctuary supporting a refugee family with young children to come and stay at Back Dane over New Year. There are lots of Back Dane Partnership Holidays and Kids Weekends planned for this spring and summer however, with the calendar already looking very healthy. This includes another visit to Back Dane by The National House Project this Spring, who gave us this piece of feedback recently:
[image: ]
"Having a safe and comfortable space to bring young adults together to share experiences and build community bonds is really important to the National House Project (NHP) and Back Dane offers our young people that. 
The young person’s voice of the NHP – Care Leavers National Movement have been to Back Dane twice now and are itching to get back, largely to spend time with their peers but also to have a break away from societal pressures such as social media. We are really grateful to be working with the Trust to create experiences for our young people that they may not otherwise get."


[image: ]Working Weekends 

There have been several Working Weekends held at Back Dane during January and February, as well as seasonal work undertaken in the Back Dane woodland, thinning out some of the trees and cutting back Blackthorn to let light in, as well as dealing with some of the trees affected by Ash Dieback. Pressure washing has been done, locks fixed and replaced and new heaters installed, along with the usual upkeep and maintenance.

Planned upcoming Working Weekend dates for 2022 include 15th – 18th April, 6th -8th May, and 27th – 29th May. Please email backdane@gmail.com if you are interested in attending any of these weekends. 

The Tuesday Club
Since before Christmas we have been pressed about this summer's seaside outings.  Having missed out for the previous two years, there was a strong desire to go again as they are the only opportunities for some members to even leave Derby.  The coach company that we used for many years ceased trading during Covid, but we have now booked trips to Bridlington and Skegness with Hawkes Travel.

[image: ]Other Groups Using Back Dane
Buxton Mountain Rescue recently used Back Dane as a base for testing their new search and rescue drone equipment. They used our land to undertake real life training exercises in wild and remote places, with team members taking it in turns to be mock casualties in a variety of places. All very exciting!
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[image: ]Back Dane Environment
This winter we have been continuing to thin out the woodland, with a focus on the Ash trees that could at some point come to pose a risk to users of the Back Dane woodland due to the advance of Ash Dieback (see photos). As part of the recent funding received mentioned above, we have purchased specially selected mixes of wildflower seeds for the woodland, the wetland area at the bottom of the woodland, and the wildflower meadow. The woodland ground flora mix is especially important, as the work we have undertaken over the last few years on thinning out some of the trees is revealing new gaps in the woodland canopy, with the time now right to give it a helping hand by sowing woodland ground flora seeds, such as Bluebells and Red Campions. Many thanks to our volunteer Paul Finn for providing vital advice and assistance for all of this work.
Thanks also to Martin Winder, local Peak Park ranger who has donated a sensory garden sign for us, and has also recently visited to block up a handful of the nest boxes around Back Dane, which will be unblocked again at the beginning of April for the (hopefully) returning Pied Flycatchers. 
[image: ][image: ]There are Working Weekends specifically focussed on the environment and working outdoors coming up this spring and summer, with a variety of volunteering opportunities for those interested in either coming for the weekend or simply shorter day visits, so if anyone is interested then please get in touch!
  
How to Support the Back Dane Trust
Volunteering – There are numerous opportunities for volunteering right across the different activities that the Back Dane Trust undertakes and we are always looking for new (and returning!) volunteers. If you would like to get involved or have any questions at all about volunteering at Back Dane or for the Trust then please email info@backdane.co.uk 
[image: ]Facebook – Please ‘like’ and ‘follow’ our Facebook page and keep a look out for new posts updating our followers with the work we are doing and what is going on at Back Dane – see facebook.com/backdanetrust or search for @backdanetrust 
Website – visit www.backdane.co.uk 
[image: ]Amazon – You can support the Back Dane Trust each time you shop on Amazon at no extra cost whatsoever. Simply go to smile.amazon.co.uk, login and select ‘Beasley Back Dane’ as your selected charity, then remember to login into smile.amazon.co.uk each time you purchase from Amazon and you’ll earn 0.5% for the Back Dane Trust at no charge to you or us.
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