Newsletter – September 2021
Welcome to the 11th Quarterly
Back Dane Trust Newsletter.1
Since our last newsletter in June,
a number of Partnership
Holidays and Working Weekends
have successfully gone ahead at
Back Dane. Unfortunately, a
notable number of bookings
have also been cancelled and
other proposed visits have failed
to get off the ground due to
Covid.
However, the cottage was almost entirely fully booked during the six-week summer holidays, and we hope
that the majority of planned visits to Back Dane during this autumn will go ahead. For more information
about what has been going on at Back Dane, including some exciting news about a developing partnership
with Moorcroft Pottery, read on below…
John Foxcroft Memorial Event at Back Dane 7th August
The wet weather did little to stop more than 30 people from turning up
at Back Dane earlier this summer to honour the Back Dane Trust’s former
Chairman John Foxcroft. There was an ‘official’ unveiling of his memorial
stone engraving as well as the dedication of the sensory garden in his
name with two brass plaques, with speeches from Graham Kirkham.
There was also a brass plaque dedicated to David Robinson (or Robbo) unveiled by John Anfield at the same
time, situated next to the Copper Beech tree planted a few years ago in his memory. More information
about the event and John’s dedication to the Trust can be found on his tribute page on our website:
backdane.co.uk/tribute-213389
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Moorcroft Pottery
Moorcroft has a global reputation for its art pottery, crafted using
heritage techniques; you may be lucky enough to own one or more of
their pieces. Imagine our delight then, when we were approached as
Moorcroft's chosen local charity. During the summer, we spent time
with Moorcroft's art and design team, showing them around Back
Dane and discussing the themes that epitomise both our work, and
the landscape and communities of the wider Dane Valley: wildlife
habitats; respite and sanctuary; people; discovery. Having learned more about our project and experienced
first-hand the location – including a fly-past from the local pied flycatcher – the team went away to work on
not just one piece, but a collection of Back Dane art pottery.
We have seen some trial pieces and it is certainly going to be very special. Emerging designs are currently
embargoed, but we can promise you a stunning collection of Back Dane/ Dane Valley art pottery, at present
anticipated for next spring. Meantime, take a moment to browse Moorcroft’s existing designs for a number
of charities, here: https://www.moorcroft.com/charitable_connections
Working Weekends
Various Working Weekends have taken place at Back Dane since the last update in June, with an estimated
30 different individuals volunteering for the Trust across working weekends alone in the last few months.
Many of the usual tasks have been completed (laundry, cleaning, painting, pressure washing, sorting store
rooms and kitchen equipment), along with readying and preparing the cottage for visiting groups.
Planned upcoming Working Weekend dates include 1st – 3rd October, 5th – 7th November, 26th – 27th
November, and 29th December – 1st January. Please email backdane@gmail.com if you are interested in
attending any weekend.
Partnership Holidays
We’ve had a very good number of Partnership Holidays at Back Dane since June,
with some of the groups very much now classed as “regulars”. These include
groups of care experienced people (Under The Sky) and families with children
with autism (Burntwood and Lichfield Autism Support Together – BLAST). A few
groups, such as Doncaster Conversation Club (see below images and drawings)
were making their first visit, others were returning (Access to Heritage, Arts and
Culture – ATHAC), while Upbeat Communities, from Derby, were staff
familiarising themselves with Back Dane in preparation for visits by the refugees
and asylum seekers they support.
Covid has greatly reduced the extent to which our volunteers could interact with
visiting groups, but with ingenuity – camping in tents or campervans – the Trust has been able to offer
valuable support.

Many thanks also to Staffordshire Wildlife Trust for carrying out Wild Play outdoor activities at Back Dane
for the children on both visits by BLAST and Doncaster Conversation Club this summer – the activities were
greatly enjoyed by both children and adults!

Kids Weekends
Unfortunately, the Trust’s Kids Week planned for this summer at Back Dane was a victim of Covid.
However, the Trust is currently working to make our Kids Weekends more covid secure and reduce risks to
both volunteers and beneficiaries, and a shorter visit is still planned for the October half term.
The Tuesday Club
Tuesday Club resumed on July 20th, starting with an evening sitting outside at a local pub, attended by
members and some of their families. In subsequent weeks the majority of previous members have
returned, so there is a weekly attendance of just under 20 currently.
Other Groups Using Back Dane
Groups visited Back Dane this summer from both Wincle and Rushton Spencer primary schools. River
dipping and bug hunting in the woodland appeared especially popular!

Back Dane Environment
Back Dane flora and fauna has been in full swing over the
summer. One of the highlights was the ringing of three healthy
Barn Owl chicks by Staffs Barn Owl Action Group. We think the
three have now fledged but there are still Owl noises coming
from the woodland at night so they may not have gone far!
The storytelling circle in the woodland was recently ‘topped
up’ by a group of 10 volunteers, Bat boxes have been
constructed (Thanks Stan!) and put up in the woodland, and
we have started mowing/strimming a section of the wildflower
meadow (Thanks T Jay!) at the back.
We also participated in the local climate change awareness
event organised by Dane Valley Climate Action Group during the August Bank Holiday weekend. Lots
stopped to read what we’re doing at Back Dane and the cakes went down a treat (Thanks Linda!) There is
lots of woodland work planned for this autumn as well as some gorse removal that needs undertaking. If
anyone is interested in any outdoors or environmental volunteering then please get in touch!

How to Support the Back Dane Trust
Volunteering – There are numerous opportunities for volunteering right across the different activities that
the Back Dane Trust undertakes and we are always looking for new (and returning!) volunteers. If you
would like to get involved or have any questions at all about volunteering at Back Dane or for the Trust
then please email info@backdane.co.uk
Facebook – Please ‘like’ and ‘follow’ our Facebook page and keep a look out for new
posts updating our followers with the work we are doing and what is going on at Back
Dane – see facebook.com/backdanetrust or search for @backdanetrust
Website – visit www.backdane.co.uk
Amazon – You can support the Back Dane Trust each time you shop on Amazon at
no extra cost whatsoever. Simply go to smile.amazon.co.uk, login and select
‘Beasley Back Dane’ as your selected charity, then remember to login into smile.amazon.co.uk each time
you purchase from Amazon and you’ll earn 0.5% for the Back Dane Trust at no charge to you or us.

