Newsletter – April 2020
Welcome to the fifth Beasley Back Dane Trust Newsletter1.
At this time of great uncertainty and confusion, we sincerely hope that you and your loved ones are
well. Please ensure that you are staying safe and keeping up to date with the most current advice
from Public Health England (https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus)
Back Dane is now closed but we will continue to monitor the situation and hope to reopen as soon
as things are back to normal, whenever that may be.
At times like this electronic methods of communication come into their own
and we continue to update our Facebook and Twitter pages with news from
Back Dane. We now have 313 people following the Back Dane Trust’s
Facebook page.
Annual General Meeting Deferral
As a result of the Covid-19 outbreak we have had to cancel the AGM that was scheduled for 28
March. We are now investigating ways of holding the AGM using technology over the next few
months.
Back Dane Visitors
During the first quarter of 2020 we hosted
groups from:
1. Burntwood & Lichfield Autism Support
Together (BLAST)
2. Peak District National Park Association
3. Chesterfield Community Growth
4. Grimsby Refugee Doctors*
Here is some feedback we received from
BLAST and the Refugee Doctors
* The Refugee Doctor Project is skilling up ten refugees that were fully trained doctors to become
certified under the NHS. The project helps them pass language proficiency tests as well as the two
clinical exams needed to get onto the Foundation course, which have them practicing medicine
again at a fraction of the expense of training a new doctor.
Volunteering
As usual a significant amount of time was spent volunteering at Back Dane (eg ‘improvement
weekends’ and helping run ‘partnership holidays’ for those in need (groups 1 and 4 above).
Volunteers also run the Tuesday Club (the Derby club for adults with learning difficulties) and
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perform other ad hoc work eg handling bookings, cleaning, submitting grant requests and project
work.
If you would like to volunteer for The Back Dane Trust please contact info@backdane.co.uk. All are
welcome, no experience necessary. We are also looking for a deputy treasurer if you have an
interest in this area.
Project work
The borehole work was completed at the beginning of March so we now have pressurised fresh
water from a bore hole below the drive. This means that the tanks in the loft have been drained
down, thus reducing the risk of bacteria build up and ensuring a continuous supply.
A defibrillator was purchased and commissioned outside the Back Dane gate with funds from Wincle
fete, the British Heart Foundation and the Morrison’s Foundation.
The sensory garden has come on leaps and bounds thanks to a variety of volunteers over the last
few months. We would like to acknowledge the huge amount of work the Peak Park Conservation
Volunteers have put in alongside their Fit for Work team. The landscaping is finished and the bare
root plants/trees are in. The Chesterfield Community Growth team came and created a living willow
arch and this is starting to show leaves which is very exciting.
Ten ‘rubbing boards’ have been installed around the grounds to allow groups to take rubbings of
various flora and fauna found at Back Dane.
As soon as we are able we will start on the other planting.

